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Le Corbusier's Hands offers a poetic and personal portrait of Le Corbusier--a
nuanced portrayal that is in contrast to the popular image of Le Corbusier the
aloof modernist. The author knew Le Corbusier intimately for thirty years, first
as his draftsman and main assistant, later as his colleague and personal friend. In
this book, written in the mid-1980s, Wogenscky remembers his mentor in a series
of revealing personal statements and evocative reflections unlike anything that
exists in the vast literature on Le Corbusier.Wogenscky draws a portrait in swift,
deft strokes--50 short chapters, one leading to the next, one memory of Le
Corbusier opening into another. Appearing and reappearing like a leitmotif are
Le Corbusier's hands--touching, taking, drawing, offering, closing, opening,
grasping, releasing: "It was his hands that revealed him.... They spoke all his
feelings, all the vibrations of his inner life that his face tried to conceal."
Wogenscky writes about Le Corbusier's work, including the famous design of the
chapel at Ronchamp, his ideas for high-density Unités d'Habitation linked to the
center of a "Radiant City," and his "Modulor" system for defining proportions--
which Wogenscky compares to a piano tuner's finding the exact relation between
sounds. He remembers the day Picasso spent with Le Corbusier at the Marseilles
building site--"All day long they outdid one another in a show of modesty," he
observes in amazement. He adds, speaking for himself and the others present,
"We were inside a double energy field." And Wogenscky writes about Le
Corbusier more personally. "I have spent years trying to understand what went on
in his mind and in his hand," he tells us. With Le Corbusier's Hands, Wogenscky
gives us a unique record of an enigmatic genius.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
An assistant to and friend of Le Corbusier, Wogenscky portrays the modernist architect, designer and writer
in 50 short chapters in this slender volume, an emotional and poetic accompaniment to traditional
biographies. Eschewing biographical facts and reproductions of Le Corbusier's work, Wogenscky offers a
more intimate look at Le Corbusier: detailed images of the wrinkles in his hands, a memory of his mother
playing Händel on the piano and the guiding ideology behind his influential design principle for Unités
d'Habitation, the urban housing units he designed. Using enigmatic and often contradictory quotations and
anecdotes from Le Corbusier's letters and work, Wogenscky gives a balanced, airy view of the architect.
Quotations from writers and thinkers like Rilke, Montaigne and Lao-tzu (identified only in the notes in the
back) add depth, but the lack of attribution may make it difficult for readers to differentiate between
contributions from outside sources and Le Corbusier's own words. A singular complement to Le Corbusier's
work, this book is also an inspiring depiction of an artist.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review

"A singular complement to Le Corbusier's work, this book is also an inspiring depiction of an artist."
Publishers Weekly

"[I]t's the author's recurring portraits of Le Corbusier's hands that tell his true story - one of genius and
frailty, power and tenderness." Metropolis

About the Author
André Wogenscky was a French architect and Le Corbusier's assistant for 20 years.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Allen Mullinax:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What
did you do? Every person has many questions above. They have to answer that question because just their
can do that. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from
on jardín de infancia until university need this specific Le Corbusier's Hands (MIT Press) to read.



Douglas Wyss:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name Le Corbusier's
Hands (MIT Press) suitable to you? The particular book was written by renowned writer in this era. Often the
book untitled Le Corbusier's Hands (MIT Press)is the main one of several books this everyone read now.
That book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new way of
measuring that you ever know prior to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, consequently all of
people can easily to be aware of the core of this e-book. This book will give you a great deal of information
about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Sharon Rowe:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look different you
can read a new book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can
spent all day long to reading a reserve. The book Le Corbusier's Hands (MIT Press) it is quite good to read.
There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book.
When you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore
simply to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book provides high
quality.

Stacey Pinkston:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book
like comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping Le Corbusier's Hands
(MIT Press) that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading
addiction all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world much better then how they
react in the direction of the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading habit only for the geeky
particular person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start
reading through as your good habit, it is possible to pick Le Corbusier's Hands (MIT Press) become your
personal starter.
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