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AN INTRODUCTION

What do all human languages have in common and in what ways are they
different? How can language be used to trace different peoples and their past?
Are certain languages similar because of common descent or language contact?
Assuming no prior knowledge of linguistics, this textbook introduces readersto
the rich diversity of human languages, familiarizing students with the variety and
typology of languages around the world. Linguistic terms and concepts are
explained, in the text and in the glossary, and illustrated with smple, accessible
examples. Eighteen language maps and numerous language family charts enable
students to place alanguage geographically or genealogically. A supporting
website includes additional language maps and sound recordings that can be used
to illustrate the peculiarities of the sound systems of various languages. 'Test
yourself' questions throughout the book make it easier for students to analyze
data from unfamiliar languages.
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What do all human languages have in common and in what ways are they different? How can language be
used to trace different peoples and their past? Are certain languages similar because of common descent or
language contact? Assuming no prior knowledge of linguistics, this textbook introduces readers to the rich
diversity of human languages, familiarizing students with the variety and typology of languages around the
world. Linguistic terms and concepts are explained, in the text and in the glossary, and illustrated with
simple, accessible examples. Eighteen language maps and numerous language family charts enable students
to place alanguage geographically or genealogically. A supporting website includes additional language
maps and sound recordings that can be used to illustrate the peculiarities of the sound systems of various
languages. 'Test yourself' questions throughout the book make it easier for students to analyze data from
unfamiliar languages.
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Editorial Review

Review

Advance praise: "This comprehensive and highly-informative book offers a plethora of intriguing, richly-
documented facts. Written in an easy style, it isagreat read for both beginning and advanced-level students
and laypersons.” --Edith Moravcsik, Professor Emeritaof Linguistics, University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee

"A lively and engaging introduction to the richness and diversity of the world's languages." --Greville G.
Corbett, University of Surrey

About the Author
Asya Pereltsvaig is alecturer in the Department of Linguistics at Stanford University.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Richard Twombly:

What do you think of book? It isjust for students since they are still students or the item for al peoplein the
world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't desire do that. Y ou must know how great and important the book Languages of the World: An
Introduction. All type of book would you see on many methods. Y ou can look for the internet methods or
other social media.

Jenny Davis:

Reading a publication can be one of alot of pastime that everyonein the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book so. There are alot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you alot of new
facts. When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read
this Languages of the World: An Introduction, you are able to tells your family, friends in addition to soon
about yours reserve. Y our knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a guide.

Enrique Boggs:

Isit an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Languages of the World: An
Introduction can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. Y ou are thus out of date,
spending your extratime by reading in this brand new erais common not a nerd activity. So what these
textbooks have than the others?



Christopher Meendez:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but aso native
or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. Aswe know those textbooks
have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. With the book
Languages of the World: An Introduction we can get more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative
people? For being creative person must love to read a book. Just choose the best book that ideal with your
aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this time book Languages of the World: An Introduction.
Y ou can more appealing than now.
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