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James Merrill: Knowing Innocence reevaluates the achievement of this important
poet by showing how he takes up an old paradigm – innocence – and reinvents it
in response to new historical, scientific, and cultural developments including the
bomb, contemporary cosmology, and the question of agency. The book covers
Merrill’s full career, emphasizing the late poetry, on which there remains little
commentary. Illuminating both Merrill’s relation to a tradition of literary
innocence from Milton to Blake and Wordsworth to Emerson and Stevens, and
his relevance to contemporary cultural debates, the rubric of "knowing
innocence" helps us to understand his achievement. Merrill undertakes a career-
long effort to know innocence, and develops a thematic and stylistic attitude that
is both innocent and knowing, combining attitudes of wonder and hope with
reflexive wit, intellectual breadth, and an unflinching gaze at mortality. He
ultimately imagines innocence as creative agency, a capacity for imagination,
invention, and ethical responsibility. The book demonstrates how, addressing
questions of sexual identity, childhood and memory; atomic science, the big
bang, and black holes; environmental degradation; AIDS; and the notion of the
death of history – while honoring poetry’s essential qualities of freedom and play
– his poems perform cultural work crucial to his time and ours.
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James Merrill: Knowing Innocence reevaluates the achievement of this important poet by showing how he
takes up an old paradigm – innocence – and reinvents it in response to new historical, scientific, and cultural
developments including the bomb, contemporary cosmology, and the question of agency. The book covers
Merrill’s full career, emphasizing the late poetry, on which there remains little commentary. Illuminating
both Merrill’s relation to a tradition of literary innocence from Milton to Blake and Wordsworth to Emerson
and Stevens, and his relevance to contemporary cultural debates, the rubric of "knowing innocence" helps us
to understand his achievement. Merrill undertakes a career-long effort to know innocence, and develops a
thematic and stylistic attitude that is both innocent and knowing, combining attitudes of wonder and hope
with reflexive wit, intellectual breadth, and an unflinching gaze at mortality. He ultimately imagines
innocence as creative agency, a capacity for imagination, invention, and ethical responsibility. The book
demonstrates how, addressing questions of sexual identity, childhood and memory; atomic science, the big
bang, and black holes; environmental degradation; AIDS; and the notion of the death of history – while
honoring poetry’s essential qualities of freedom and play – his poems perform cultural work crucial to his
time and ours.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Donald Kelley:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to be smart in
getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book can help men
and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this James Merrill: Knowing Innocence (Studies in
Major Literary Authors) book because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the information
in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Michelle Saunders:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the subject James Merrill:
Knowing Innocence (Studies in Major Literary Authors) suitable to you? The actual book was written by
well-known writer in this era. Often the book untitled James Merrill: Knowing Innocence (Studies in Major
Literary Authors)is the main one of several books that everyone read now. That book was inspired lots of
people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know
previous to. The author explained their concept in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to
comprehend the core of this e-book. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world
now. So that you can see the represented of the world within this book.

Juanita Bey:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will
get great deal of stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will
say absolutely sure. People is human not a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever
try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the book you have
read is James Merrill: Knowing Innocence (Studies in Major Literary Authors).

Lisa Westra:

Reserve is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen want book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. By the
book James Merrill: Knowing Innocence (Studies in Major Literary Authors) we can get more advantage.



Don't you to definitely be creative people? To become creative person must prefer to read a book. Just
choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this time book
James Merrill: Knowing Innocence (Studies in Major Literary Authors). You can more attractive than now.
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