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"Let me tell you a story," each film seems to offer silently as its opening frames
hit the screen. But sometimes the film finds a voice—an off-screen narrator—for
all or part of the story. From Wuthering Heights and Double Indemnity to Annie
Hall and Platoon, voice-over narration has been an integral part of American
movies.

Through examples from films such as How Green Was My Valley, All About Eve,
The Naked City, and Barry Lyndon, Sarah Kozloff examines and analyzes voice-
over narration. She refutes the assumptions that words should only play a
minimal role in film, that "showing" is superior to "telling," or that the technique
is inescapably authoritarian (the "voice of god"). She questions the common
conception that voice-over is a literary technique by tracing its origins in the
silent era and by highlighting the influence of radio, documentaries, and
television. She explores how first-person or third-person narration really affects a
film, in terms of genre conventions, viewer identification, time and nostalgia,
subjectivity, and reliability. In conclusion she argues that voice-over increases
film's potential for intimacy and sophisticated irony.
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"Let me tell you a story," each film seems to offer silently as its opening frames hit the screen. But
sometimes the film finds a voice—an off-screen narrator—for all or part of the story. From Wuthering
Heights and Double Indemnity to Annie Hall and Platoon, voice-over narration has been an integral part of
American movies.

Through examples from films such as How Green Was My Valley, All About Eve, The Naked City, and Barry
Lyndon, Sarah Kozloff examines and analyzes voice-over narration. She refutes the assumptions that words
should only play a minimal role in film, that "showing" is superior to "telling," or that the technique is
inescapably authoritarian (the "voice of god"). She questions the common conception that voice-over is a
literary technique by tracing its origins in the silent era and by highlighting the influence of radio,
documentaries, and television. She explores how first-person or third-person narration really affects a film, in
terms of genre conventions, viewer identification, time and nostalgia, subjectivity, and reliability. In
conclusion she argues that voice-over increases film's potential for intimacy and sophisticated irony.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Sarah Kozloff is Professor and Chair of film studies at Vassar College, and has published articles in Film
Quarterly, Cinema Journal, and Film/Literature Quarterly.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Music:

The book Invisible Storytellers: Voice-Over Narration in American Fiction Film make you feel enjoy for
your spare time. You can use to make your capable more increase. Book can to become your best friend
when you getting tension or having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading a book Invisible
Storytellers: Voice-Over Narration in American Fiction Film to get your habit, you can get considerably
more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. It is
possible to know everything if you like wide open and read a book Invisible Storytellers: Voice-Over
Narration in American Fiction Film. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or
encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this book?

Gail Kennedy:

What do you about book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you need something to
explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person? If you
don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extra time?
What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They must answer that question since just their can
do that. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from
on guardería until university need this kind of Invisible Storytellers: Voice-Over Narration in American
Fiction Film to read.

Irene Allen:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive
currently, people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded
place and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this
for a while is reading. Yes, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand
up than other is high. For yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you this Invisible Storytellers:
Voice-Over Narration in American Fiction Film book as starter and daily reading book. Why, because this
book is more than just a book.



James Wood:

This Invisible Storytellers: Voice-Over Narration in American Fiction Film is brand new way for you who
has intense curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger associated with.
Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having bit of digest in
reading this Invisible Storytellers: Voice-Over Narration in American Fiction Film can be the light food in
your case because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get through anyone. These books build
itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in
guide form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is no in reading a book
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the item!
Just read this e-book style for your better life and also knowledge.
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