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How can we think about identities in the wake of feminist critiques of identity
and identity politics? In Identities and Freedom, Allison Weir rethinks
conceptions of individual and collective identities in relation to freedom.
Drawing on Taylor and Foucault, Butler, Zerilli, Mahmood, Mohanty, Young,
and others, Weir develops a complex and nuanced account of identities that takes
seriously the ways in which identity categories are bound up with power
relations, with processes of subjection and exclusion, yet argues that identities
are also sources of important values, and of freedom, for they are shaped and
sustained by relations of interdependence and solidarity. Moving out of the
paradox of identity and freedom requires understanding identities as effects of
multiple contesting relations of power and relations of interdependence.
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How can we think about identities in the wake of feminist critiques of identity and identity politics? In
Identities and Freedom, Allison Weir rethinks conceptions of individual and collective identities in relation
to freedom. Drawing on Taylor and Foucault, Butler, Zerilli, Mahmood, Mohanty, Young, and others, Weir
develops a complex and nuanced account of identities that takes seriously the ways in which identity
categories are bound up with power relations, with processes of subjection and exclusion, yet argues that
identities are also sources of important values, and of freedom, for they are shaped and sustained by relations
of interdependence and solidarity. Moving out of the paradox of identity and freedom requires understanding
identities as effects of multiple contesting relations of power and relations of interdependence.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Weir breaks new ground, arguing for freedom as belonging: a form of freedom that
acknowledges the discipline and category ascription that shape our identities as well as our
elective and transformative practices, even those of subordination."
--Hypatia

"Allison Weir's Identities and Freedom is an important book. It introduces a new direction in contemporary
discussions around identity, a direction that is crucially necessary.... Weir has taken the very important
discussion about identities and freedom into new territory. Because this is so, this book is a must-read for
anyone who wishes to participate in the ongoing conversation about what we mean when we identify
ourselves and others through socially shared labels."--Linda Nicholson, Social Theory and Practice

"[This book] is ambitious in scope and its insights are manifold.... [I]t is profoundly engaging and
provocative -- it is a book that all feminist philosophers, and many others concerned with questions
concerning identity, freedom, power, and connection should read."--Sonia Kruks, Notre Dame Philosophical
Reviews

"This is a terrific book, one that stakes out an original and distinctive position in some well-worn debates,
and that brings together diverse bodies of theory in an insightful and productive way. It is a real gem. It
offers substantial new insights into how feminist theorists can go on in the wake of the relentless critique of
the notion of identity. The book will make a significant contribution to ongoing debates in feminist theory
over the vexed question of identity -- a question that is absolutely central to feminist theory, and has been so
for at least the last twenty years."--Amy Allen, Department of Philosophy, Dartmouth College

"This book makes great contributions to the feminist literature by reconceptualizing IDENTITY in terms of
connectedness and FREEDOM in terms of practices of belonging. Through a fascinating and innovative
synthesis of Michel Foucault and Charles Taylor, Weir's communitarian approach develops new arguments
for the need to cultivate resistant identities and resistant communities. This impressive book is full of original
ideas masterfully articulated in critical engagements with leading feminist scholars such as Saba Mahmood,
Cynthia Willett, Iris Young, and Linda Zerilli. This provocative book is a must read for anyone interested in
contemporary discussions of freedom, resistance, identity, and community."--José Medina, Department of
Philosophy, Vanderbilt University



About the Author
Allison Weir is a Professor in the Institute for Social Justice at the Australian Catholic University in Sydney,
Australia. She is the author of Sacrificial Logics: Feminist Theory and the Critique of Identity.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Danny Whittemore:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Identities and Freedom: Feminist Theory Between Power and
Connection (Studies in Feminist Philosophy). Try to stumble through book Identities and Freedom: Feminist
Theory Between Power and Connection (Studies in Feminist Philosophy) as your pal. It means that it can for
being your friend when you truly feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than before. Yeah,
it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know every little
thing by the book. So , let's make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Jane Nelsen:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
by means of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up than
other is high. For you personally who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific Identities and
Freedom: Feminist Theory Between Power and Connection (Studies in Feminist Philosophy) book as starter
and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Caleb Jones:

Typically the book Identities and Freedom: Feminist Theory Between Power and Connection (Studies in
Feminist Philosophy) will bring you to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to
elucidate the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to study, this book very suited to you. The
book Identities and Freedom: Feminist Theory Between Power and Connection (Studies in Feminist
Philosophy) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from your official web site,
so you can quickly to read the book.

Lanell Sessions:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your own
free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The first
thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try out look for book,



may be the e-book untitled Identities and Freedom: Feminist Theory Between Power and Connection
(Studies in Feminist Philosophy) can be good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.
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