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Emmanuel Ofosu Yeboah's inspiring true story—which was turned into a film,
Emmanuel's Gift, narrated by Oprah Winfrey—is nothing short of remarkable.

Born in Ghana, West Africa, with one deformed leg, he was dismissed by most
people—but not by his mother, who taught him to reach for his dreams. As a boy,
Emmanuel hopped to school more than two miles each way, learned to play
soccer, left home at age thirteen to provide for his family, and, eventually,
became a cyclist. He rode an astonishing four hundred miles across Ghana in
2001, spreading his powerful message: disability is not inability. Today,
Emmanuel continues to work on behalf of the disabled.

Thompson's lyrical prose and Qualls's bold collage illustrations offer a powerful
celebration of triumphing over adversity.

Includes an author's note with more information about Emmanuel's charity.
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Emmanuel Ofosu Yeboah's inspiring true story—which was turned into a film, Emmanuel's Gift, narrated by
Oprah Winfrey—is nothing short of remarkable.

Born in Ghana, West Africa, with one deformed leg, he was dismissed by most people—but not by his
mother, who taught him to reach for his dreams. As a boy, Emmanuel hopped to school more than two miles
each way, learned to play soccer, left home at age thirteen to provide for his family, and, eventually, became
a cyclist. He rode an astonishing four hundred miles across Ghana in 2001, spreading his powerful message:
disability is not inability. Today, Emmanuel continues to work on behalf of the disabled.

Thompson's lyrical prose and Qualls's bold collage illustrations offer a powerful celebration of triumphing
over adversity.

Includes an author's note with more information about Emmanuel's charity.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
K-Gr 2—This powerful and winning picture book tells the story of a young man overcoming the odds. Born
in Ghana with a deformed left leg, Emmanuel Ofosu Yeboah experienced stigma as a result of his disability:
his father abandoned the family, and many assumed that the boy would be little more than a burden.
However, with the encouragement of his mother, Yeboah refused to give up, hopping to school (instead of
walking) and even learning to play soccer and cycle, despite receiving no extra help or accommodations.
Thompson's lucidly written text explains how Yeboah cycled 400 miles in 2001 to raise awareness, forever
changing how Ghanaians perceived those with disabilities. The narrative is simply and clearly written, and
the illustrations are skillfully rendered in charmingly emotive ink and watercolor collages. A brief author's
note explains how Yeboah inspired legislation upholding equal rights for the disabled and how he continues
to make strides, working with organizations that provide wheelchairs to those who need them and setting up
a scholarship fund for children with disabilities. VERDICT This uplifting account will resonate with readers
and supplement global and cultural studies. A triumph.—Kathryn Diman, Bass Harbor Memorial Library,
Bernard, ME

An Amazon Editors' Best Books of the Month Pick for January

"...[S]imple line drawings and stylish, expressive figures filled with layers of rich, warm color on pale,
thickly painted backgrounds—capture Emmanuel’s triumphs beautifully."
—Booklist 

 "Thompson...presents a warm, matter-of-fact overview of the life of Emmanuel Ofofu Yeboah...[while]
Qualls provides solid visual and emotional scaffolding for the setbacks and triumphs Yeboah faced."
—Publishers Weekly

"This powerful and winning picture book tells the story of a young man overcoming the odds."
—School Library Journal starred review About the Author
Laurie Ann Thompson is the author of Be a Changemaker: How to Start Something That Matters, a how-to
guide for teens who want to change the world. An advocate for social justice, Laurie is dedicated to inspiring
and empowering young readers. Emmanuel's Dream is her picture-book debut. Visit her at
lauriethompson.com.
 
Sean Qualls has illustrated many highly acclaimed children's books, including Giant Steps to Change the
World by Spike Lee and Tonya Lewis Lee, Lullaby by Langston Hughes, and Before John Was a Jazz Giant
by Carole Boston Weatherford, which was named a Coretta Scott King Illustrator Honor Book. Sean also
created the art for Dizzy by Jonah Winter, which received five starred reviews, and Freedom Song by Sally
M. Walker. Learn more at seanqualls.com. Users ReviewFrom reader reviews:
Robert Stratton:Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content.
To be sure that book is very important for all of us. The book Emmanuel's Dream: The True Story of
Emmanuel Ofosu Yeboah had been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take
more information. It is rather advantages for you. The e-book Emmanuel's Dream: The True Story of
Emmanuel Ofosu Yeboah is not only giving you far more new information but also to become your friend
when you really feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make
relationship using the book Emmanuel's Dream: The True Story of Emmanuel Ofosu Yeboah. You never



sense lose out for everything should you read some books.
Tara Scribner:Do you considered one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the
straightway, hold on guys this kind of aren't like that. This Emmanuel's Dream: The True Story of Emmanuel
Ofosu Yeboah book is readable simply by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the
information here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving also decrease the
knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer of Emmanuel's Dream: The True Story of Emmanuel
Ofosu Yeboah content conveys objective easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are
not different in the content but it just different by means of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Emmanuel's
Dream: The True Story of Emmanuel Ofosu Yeboah is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?
Evelyn Roberts:This Emmanuel's Dream: The True Story of Emmanuel Ofosu Yeboah is fresh way for you
who has attention to look for some information as it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you in it getting
knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little digest in reading this Emmanuel's Dream:
The True Story of Emmanuel Ofosu Yeboah can be the light food for you because the information inside this
particular book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books build itself in the form that is certainly
reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in e-book form make
them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a e-book especially this one.
You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss the item! Just read this
e-book type for your better life along with knowledge.
Rana Jensen:As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go
to the library or to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has
reading's heart and soul or real their interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the
library. They go to generally there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not
important, boring and can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very
important in your case. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word
says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Emmanuel's Dream: The True Story of Emmanuel
Ofosu Yeboah can make you sense more interested to read.
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