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"This is an urgently needed book – as the question of choreographing
behavior enters into realms outside of the aesthetic domains of theatrical
dance, Susan Foster writes a thoroughly compelling argument." – André
Lepecki, New York University

"May well prove to be one of Susan Foster’s most important works." –
Ramsay Burt, De Montford University, UK

What do we feel when we watch dancing? Do we "dance along" inwardly? Do
we sense what the dancer’s body is feeling? Do we imagine what it might feel
like to perform those same moves? If we do, how do these responses influence
how we experience dancing and how we derive significance from it?

Choreographing Empathy challenges the idea of a direct psychophysical
connection between the body of a dancer and that of their observer. In this
groundbreaking investigation, Susan Foster argues that the connection is in fact
highly mediated and influenced by ever-changing sociocultural mores.

Foster examines the relationships between three central components in the
experience of watching a dance – the choreography, the kinesthetic sensations it
puts forward, and the empathetic connection that it proposes to viewers. Tracing
the changing definitions of choreography, kinesthesia, and empathy from the
1700s to the present day, she shows how the observation, study, and discussion
of dance have changed over time. Understanding this development is key to
understanding corporeality and its involvement in the body politic.
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"This is an urgently needed book – as the question of choreographing behavior enters into realms
outside of the aesthetic domains of theatrical dance, Susan Foster writes a thoroughly compelling
argument." – André Lepecki, New York University

"May well prove to be one of Susan Foster’s most important works." – Ramsay Burt, De Montford
University, UK

What do we feel when we watch dancing? Do we "dance along" inwardly? Do we sense what the dancer’s
body is feeling? Do we imagine what it might feel like to perform those same moves? If we do, how do these
responses influence how we experience dancing and how we derive significance from it?

Choreographing Empathy challenges the idea of a direct psychophysical connection between the body of a
dancer and that of their observer. In this groundbreaking investigation, Susan Foster argues that the
connection is in fact highly mediated and influenced by ever-changing sociocultural mores.

Foster examines the relationships between three central components in the experience of watching a dance –
the choreography, the kinesthetic sensations it puts forward, and the empathetic connection that it proposes
to viewers. Tracing the changing definitions of choreography, kinesthesia, and empathy from the 1700s to
the present day, she shows how the observation, study, and discussion of dance have changed over time.
Understanding this development is key to understanding corporeality and its involvement in the body politic.
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Editorial Review

Review

"May well prove to be one of Susan Foster’s most important works."

- Ramsay Burt, De Montford University, UK

 

"This extremely well-documented book is a marvelous addition to the literature on choreographic thought.
Highly recommended."

- L. K. Rosenberg, Miami University, USA

About the Author

Susan Leigh Foster is professor of choreography, history and theories of the body at UCLA. Her work has
been supported by grants from the National Endowment of the Arts, the National Endowment of Humanities,
and the Rockefeller and Jerome Foundations. Ph.D., History of Consciousness, University of California,
Santa Cruz; M.A., Dance, University of California, Los Angeles; B.A. Anthropology, Swarthmore College.
She has created several solo concerts which have toured the United States, Canada and Europe.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Judith Rayl:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone in everywhere. The
information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be consider any time those
information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously which one is
suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then
you have it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen inside you if you take Choreographing Empathy: Kinesthesia in Performance as your daily
resource information.

Patrick Walker:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity here is look different you can
read any book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day long to



reading a reserve. The book Choreographing Empathy: Kinesthesia in Performance it is rather good to read.
There are a lot of people who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In the
event you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore very
easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book has high quality.

Jeffrey Drake:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This guide Choreographing Empathy: Kinesthesia in Performance was filled about
science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some
people has distinct feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you
can feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book you wanted.

Ann Mickey:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you know
that little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims Choreographing
Empathy: Kinesthesia in Performance.
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