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Between 1958 and 2002, Luciano Berio wrote fourteen pieces entitled Sequenza,
along with several versions of the same work for different instruments, revisions
of the original pieces and also the parallel Chemins series, where one of the
Sequenzas is used as the basis for a new composition on a larger scale. The
Sequenza series is one of the most remarkable achievements of the late twentieth
century - a collection of virtuoso pieces that explores the capabilities of a solo
instrument and its player, making extreme technical demands of the performer
whilst developing the musical vocabulary of the instrument in compositions so
assured and so distinctive that each piece both initiates and potentially exhausts
the repertoire of a new genre. The Sequenzas have significantly influenced the
development of composition for solo instruments and voice, and there is no
comparable series of works in the output of any other composer. Series of pieces
tend to be linked by the instruments for which the composer writes, but this is a
series in which the pieces are linked instead by the variety of instruments for
which Berio composed. The varied approaches taken by the contributors in
discussing the pieces demonstrate the richness of this repertoire and the many
levels on which Berio and these landmark compositions can be considered.
Contributions are arranged under three main headings: Performance Issues;
Berio's Compositional Process and Aesthetics; and Analytical Approaches.
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Between 1958 and 2002, Luciano Berio wrote fourteen pieces entitled Sequenza, along with several versions
of the same work for different instruments, revisions of the original pieces and also the parallel Chemins
series, where one of the Sequenzas is used as the basis for a new composition on a larger scale. The
Sequenza series is one of the most remarkable achievements of the late twentieth century - a collection of
virtuoso pieces that explores the capabilities of a solo instrument and its player, making extreme technical
demands of the performer whilst developing the musical vocabulary of the instrument in compositions so
assured and so distinctive that each piece both initiates and potentially exhausts the repertoire of a new
genre. The Sequenzas have significantly influenced the development of composition for solo instruments and
voice, and there is no comparable series of works in the output of any other composer. Series of pieces tend
to be linked by the instruments for which the composer writes, but this is a series in which the pieces are
linked instead by the variety of instruments for which Berio composed. The varied approaches taken by the
contributors in discussing the pieces demonstrate the richness of this repertoire and the many levels on which
Berio and these landmark compositions can be considered. Contributions are arranged under three main
headings: Performance Issues; Berio's Compositional Process and Aesthetics; and Analytical Approaches.
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Editorial Review

Review
'... contains much valuable, insightful commentary...' Studies in Musical Theatre '...the first serious
contribution to the understanding of this very important part of Berio's compositional output...in addition to
these specialist essays covering different aspects of confronting Berio's compositions and abounding in
examples from the scores, statistical and graphical respresentation of the research results etc., the book offers
an extensive bibliography on Berio and his work, listing of the editions of the Sequenza and the Chemins, a
discography register and an index. As such, it surely represents a piece of inevitable literature for experts
researching both Berio's work, and composition of the 20th century in general.' International Review of the
Sociology and Aesthetics of Music '... a number of musicological fields - solo performance studies, later
20th-century aesthetics, issues of the work-concept - are all the richer for this stimulating volume.' Tempo

About the Author
Janet K. Halfyard is a senior lecturer at UCE Birmingham Conservatoire. Her research includes work on
Luciano Berio, Cathy Berberian, extended vocal technique and performance practice issues in contemporary
repertoire, and she is active as a performer with the contemporary music ensemble, decibel. Her publications
also include work on film and television music: she is the author of Danny Elfman’s Batman: a film score
guide (2004) in the Scarecrow Press Film Score Guide series and has contributed to European Film Music
(2006) in Ashgate’s Popular and Folk Music series.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Doyle:

Beside that Berio's Sequenzas: Essays on Performance, Composition and Analysis in your phone, it can give
you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you can got here
is fresh in the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow town. It is good
thing to have Berio's Sequenzas: Essays on Performance, Composition and Analysis because this book offers
to you personally readable information. Do you often have book but you do not get what it's all about. Oh
come on, that won't happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable,
including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book as well as read it from
currently!

Sylvia Kirby:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-book
way, more simple and reachable. That Berio's Sequenzas: Essays on Performance, Composition and Analysis
can give you a lot of friends because by you checking out this one book you have factor that they don't and
make an individual more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success.
This reserve offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than different
make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let me have Berio's Sequenzas: Essays on Performance,
Composition and Analysis.



Barbera Champ:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that question was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. Therefore
you know that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know
that reading is very important along with book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update in relation to something
by book. Different categories of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually
Berio's Sequenzas: Essays on Performance, Composition and Analysis.

Benjamin Herrera:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of news.
With this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
seeking the Berio's Sequenzas: Essays on Performance, Composition and Analysis when you essential it?
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