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Illuminated manuscripts are perhaps the most beautiful treasures to survive from
the middle ages. This authoritative volume provides a comprehensive
introduction to the medieval world of books, their production and their
consumption. The text divides this world into different groups of readers and
writers: missionaries, emperors, monks, students, aristocrats, priests, collectors
and the general public. De Hamel is both informative and immensely readable,
and the sumptuous illustrations render this book too good to be missed.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
This 1986 title throws light on the world of illuminated manuscripts, which function as works of both art and
literature. De Hamel provides a full history of the illuminated manuscript through text and dozens of glorious
color illustrations.
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"It is no mere history, but an original, lively and richly illustrated commentary."-Times Literary Supplement
"Gorgeous and informative. A wonderful introduction to handwritten books from the Dark Ages to the
invention of printing in the fifteenth century."-Houston Chronicle "Lavish, beautiful and sweeping look at
the beginning of the printed word."-Graphic Arts Monthly "Along with excellent illustrations, this large
volume includes a bibliography and index of manuscripts."-The Good Book Guide

About the Author
Christopher de Hamel is a Fellow Librarian of Corpus Christi College, Cambridge. For many years he was
head of the Western Manuscripts department at Sotheby's in London. He is the author of The Book: A
History of the Bible, also published by Phaidon, which has become established as a definitive work and
magnum opus in itself.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marjorie Brown:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled A History of Illuminated Manuscripts. Try to stumble through
book A History of Illuminated Manuscripts as your close friend. It means that it can to become your friend
when you truly feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for you. The book makes you more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let
us make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Robert Densmore:

The particular book A History of Illuminated Manuscripts will bring you to the new experience of reading
the book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to see, this
book very acceptable to you. The book A History of Illuminated Manuscripts is much recommended to you
to see. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.



Angelina Rone:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This A History of Illuminated Manuscripts can be the
reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your time by reading in this
new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Russell Hardison:

You can get this A History of Illuminated Manuscripts by go to the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or
reviewing it might to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this guide
are various. Not only simply by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the
modern era like now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now,
choose your current ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to
ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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