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Here indeed is the pantheon of African American writers--Phillis Wheatley and
Sojourner Truth, Frederick Douglass and W. E. B. Du Bois, Gwendolyn Brooks
and Zora Neale Hurston, Langston Hughes and Countee Cullen, James Baldwin
and Ralph Ellison, Toni Morrison and Alice Walker, John Edgar Wideman and
August Wilson, Jamaica Kincaid and Gloria Naylor, Stanley Crouch and Cornel
West, and hundreds more. Moreover, the Companion includes entries on 150
major works of African American literature (including synopses of novels), from
Harriet Jacobs's Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl, Richard Wright's Native
Son, to Lorraine Hansberry's A Raisin in the Sun; on literary characters, ranging
from Bigger Thomas, to Coffin Ed Johnson, Kunta Kinte, Sula Peace; on
character types, such as Aunt Jemima, Brer Rabbit, John Henry, Stackolee, and
the trickster; and on such icons of black culture as Muhammad Ali, John
Coltrane, Marcus Garvey, Jackie Robinson, John Brown, and Harriet Tubman.
Here, too, are general articles on the traditional literary genres, such as poetry,
fiction, and drama; on genres of special import in African American letters, such
as autobiography, slave narratives, Sunday School literature, and oratory; and on
a wide spectrum of related topics, including journalism, the black periodical
press, major libraries and research centers, religion, literary societies, women's
clubs, and various publishing enterprises.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
This important sourcebook for information about black writers and their craft is a welcome companion to the
recently issued Norton Anthology of African American Literature. More to the point, it shows how much
black literature, once relegated to the margins, has become mainstream. Here are brief biographies of more
than 400 black writers, entries on some 150 works, and a host of entries on characters from novels, stories,
and plays. In addition, there are entries on topics such as Afrocentricity (as well as on topics of more general
interest, such as the novel), that make this essential for anyone who cares about black literature.

From Library Journal
The focus of previous reference works on African American literature has been narrow: the Harlem
Renaissance, biography, women writers, etc. Editor Andrews (Classic Fiction of the Harlem Renaissance, LJ
4/1/94) here provides an Oxford companion that covers virtually all "the writers and writings that have made
African American literature valuable and distinctive." There are many essays on such topics and genres as
television and the novel; a 15-page overview of the whole of African American literary history; some 400
biographical entries, including figures such as Jackie Robinson, whose literary influence has been
significant; digests of hundreds of novels, poems, and essays; and sketches of fictional characters, character
types ("Uncle Tom"), and occupations. The signed, well-written, and authoritative entries include helpful
bibliographies and extensive cross references. A vital reference tool for both general readers and scholars,
this outstanding book belongs in every academic, public, and school library. (Index not seen.)?Peter A.
Dollard, Alma Coll. Lib., Mich.
Copyright 1997 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
In his foreword, Henry Louis Gates Jr. writes, "The publication of The Oxford Companion to African
American Literature within months of the appearance of The Norton Anthology of African American
Literature (1996) and The Encyclopedia of African American Culture and History (1996) makes this a signal
moment in the history of the discipline of African American Studies." The publication of this Oxford
Companion means that the field has matured as an academic discipline to the point that its literary canon can
be defined. Edited by literature professors from the University of North Carolina and Emory University, it
has more than 300 contributors, including Molefi Asante from Temple University and Arnold Rampersad
from Princeton. The format of entries is similar to other titles in the series, with bibliographies concluding
each entry. The largest number of entries are devoted to 400 authors, ranging from Phillis Wheatley and
Charles Chesnutt to Walter Mosley and Gwendolyn Brooks. Though some of them are covered in other
Oxford Companions, all the entries here are new. There are also entries for African Americans, such as
Richard Allen and Marian Anderson, known for their influence on black culture, although their acheivements
are in fields other than literature. Entries for 150 specific books provide plot summaries. Specific characters
and character types (e.g., barbers) are covered, as are African American magazines and newspapers,
publishers, libraries, and literary clubs. Influences on African American literature, such as the Bible, the civil
rights movement, the plantation tradition, and music, are discussed, and there are entries on black
contributions to genres such as crime and mystery writing and speculative fiction. The lengthiest articles
cover broad topics such as Afrocentricity, Black Aesthetic, Children's and Young Adult Literature, Criticism,
Film, Folklore, and Stereotypes. The book is extensively cross-referenced and will be indexed.

Continuing in a distinguished tradition of reference publishing, this latest Oxford Companion is an important

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


purchase for all libraries, high school and up. Sandy Whiteley

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Linda Musselwhite:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
may update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming
to you is you don't know which you should start with. This The Oxford Companion to African American
Literature is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what
you want and need in this era.

Jo Lee:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write about
the knowledge about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their expertise in writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of them is
this The Oxford Companion to African American Literature.

Jose Suh:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended
for you is The Oxford Companion to African American Literature this e-book consist a lot of the information
on the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how does the world has grown up.
The words styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some study when
he makes this book. This is why this book suitable all of you.

Harold Houston:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is named of
book The Oxford Companion to African American Literature. You can contribute your knowledge by it.
Without causing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most
important that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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