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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
María Rosa Menocal's wafting, ineffably sad The Ornament of the World tells of a time and place--from 786
to 1492, in Andalucía, Spain--that is largely and unjustly overshadowed in most historical chronicles. It was
a time when three cultures--Judaic, Islamic, and Christian--forged a relatively stable (though occasionally
contentious) coexistence. Such was this period that there remains in Toledo a church with an "homage to
Arabic writing on its walls [and] a sumptuous 14th-century synagogue built to look like Granada's
Alhambra." Long gone, however, is the Córdoba library--a thousand times larger than any other in Christian
Europe. Menocal's history is one of palatine cities, of philosophers, of poets whose work inspired Chaucer
and Boccaccio, of weeping fountains, breezy courtyards, and a long-running tolerance "profoundly rooted in
the cultivation of the complexities, charms and challenges of contradictions," which ended with the
repression of Judaism and Islam the same year Columbus sailed to the New World. --H. O'Billovich

From Library Journal
Menocal (R. Selden Rose Professor of Spanish and Portuguese and director of Special Programs in the
Humanities, Yale Univ.) has previously published The Arabic Role in Medieval Literary History: A
Forgotten Heritage, as well as other books on the role of the vernacular in medieval cultures. This book
certainly reflects her deep scholarship. Menocal offers persuasive evidence that the Renaissance was strongly
foreshadowed by the intellectual climate of Spain in the preceding centuries, starting in 783 with the
founding of Andalusia by Abd al-Rahman, an Umayyad from Syria. The culture created was receptive to
intellectual pursuits not allowed in the rest of Europe for several centuries, including the creation of
impressive libraries and the study and translation of Classical authors. Menocal claims that this environment
was largely a result of the tolerance shown by this ruler and his successors toward Christians and Jews and
their cultures. Menocal has not given us a history book so much as a demonstration that puritanical cultures
of any ilk are detrimental to the development of science, art, and literature. Her arguments are convincing
even without the dark background of September 11. Recommended for all libraries.
Clay Williams, Hunter Coll. Lib., New York
Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
In the eighth century, the Abbasids took control of the Islamic empire from the once-powerful Umayyads.
Abd al-Rahman, an Umayyad, fled to Spain and founded al-Andalus. There Jews, Christians, and Muslims
lived together in relative peace and equality for centuries. The Andalusian kingdom has been largely ignored
by Western and Eastern historians alike, but Menocal argues persuasively that to see the Middle Ages
through an Andalusian lens reveals no dark ages among them but instead "a whole series of golden ages."
Indeed, from the rediscovery of Hebrew by Jews to translations of Plato and Aristotle, the Andalusians laid
the groundwork for the Renaissance. The culture of tolerance slowly fell apart, of course, and has never
really returned. Menocal displays a lavish sense of place that should be the envy of many novelists, telling an
engaging story in detail without ever alienating the general reader. Her seductively written history serves as
both a testament to past tolerance and the hope of a peaceful future. The lessons of Andalusian history surely
have never been more timely. John Green
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Nancy Martindale:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of many ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you read this The
Ornament of the World: How Muslims, Jews and Christians Created a Culture of Tolerance in Medieval
Spain, you may tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the
mediocre, make them reading a book.

Jeanne Crank:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer could be The Ornament of the World: How Muslims, Jews and Christians Created a
Culture of Tolerance in Medieval Spain why because the fantastic cover that make you consider about the
content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Beth Ritchey:

In this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more precious than other.
Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you are related is just spending
your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. Among the books in the top listing in
your reading list will be The Ornament of the World: How Muslims, Jews and Christians Created a Culture
of Tolerance in Medieval Spain. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer
in turning out to be precious person. By looking way up and review this e-book you can get many
advantages.

Anne Shivers:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as well as
to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or real
their pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time there
but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know
that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Ornament of the World: How Muslims, Jews and Christians Created



a Culture of Tolerance in Medieval Spain can make you really feel more interested to read.
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