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Why do our best-laid plans often over-reach and under-achieve? Why do our
attempts to solve problems in some rational way often run afoul of politics and
power? Why do we so often accomplish so little, even as we sense that so much
more is possible? By looking closely at the work of city planners, Planning in the
Face of Power addresses these questions and provides a new way of thinking
about the practical and inevitably political work of improving our neighborhoods,
schools, community organizations, and the public institutions that shape our
lives.

Power and inequality are realities that planners of all kinds must face in the
practical world. In Planning in the Face of Power, John Forester argues that
effective, public-serving planners can overcome the traditional—but
paralyzing—dichotomies of being either professional or political, detached and
distantly rational or engaged and change-oriented. Because inequalities of power
directly structure planning practice, planners who are blind to relations of power
will inevitably fail. Forester shows how, in the face of the conflict-ridden
demands of practice, planners can think politically and rationally at the same
time, avoid common sources of failure, and work to advance both a vision of the
broader public good and the interests of the least powerful members of society.

This book provides a systematic reformulation of the politics of professional
practice in the arena of city planning, public policy making, and public
administration and management. It has immediate implications for the study of
administration and management and for students of administration and planning
in schools of social work, education, and public health. While focusing
concretely on problems of planning practice (e.g. planners' sources of influence,
their difficulties of listening critically, their understandings of the politics of
organizations), Planning in the Face of Power brings to bear a wide range of
theoretical insights and so integrates social and political theory with the demands
of actual practice. Accordingly, the book will be important to practitioners who
seek to understand the pressures they face at work as well as social theorists who
wish to integrate theory and practice more powerfully, but will also appeal to the
general reader interested in gaining an understanding of the practice of planning
in the face of the realities of social equality and power.

http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0520064135
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0520064135
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0520064135


 Download Planning in the Face of Power ...pdf

 Read Online Planning in the Face of Power ...pdf

http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0520064135
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0520064135
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0520064135
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0520064135
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0520064135
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0520064135
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0520064135
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0520064135


Planning in the Face of Power

By John Forester

Planning in the Face of Power By John Forester

Why do our best-laid plans often over-reach and under-achieve? Why do our attempts to solve problems in
some rational way often run afoul of politics and power? Why do we so often accomplish so little, even as
we sense that so much more is possible? By looking closely at the work of city planners, Planning in the
Face of Power addresses these questions and provides a new way of thinking about the practical and
inevitably political work of improving our neighborhoods, schools, community organizations, and the public
institutions that shape our lives.

Power and inequality are realities that planners of all kinds must face in the practical world. In Planning in
the Face of Power, John Forester argues that effective, public-serving planners can overcome the
traditional—but paralyzing—dichotomies of being either professional or political, detached and distantly
rational or engaged and change-oriented. Because inequalities of power directly structure planning practice,
planners who are blind to relations of power will inevitably fail. Forester shows how, in the face of the
conflict-ridden demands of practice, planners can think politically and rationally at the same time, avoid
common sources of failure, and work to advance both a vision of the broader public good and the interests of
the least powerful members of society.

This book provides a systematic reformulation of the politics of professional practice in the arena of city
planning, public policy making, and public administration and management. It has immediate implications
for the study of administration and management and for students of administration and planning in schools of
social work, education, and public health. While focusing concretely on problems of planning practice (e.g.
planners' sources of influence, their difficulties of listening critically, their understandings of the politics of
organizations), Planning in the Face of Power brings to bear a wide range of theoretical insights and so
integrates social and political theory with the demands of actual practice. Accordingly, the book will be
important to practitioners who seek to understand the pressures they face at work as well as social theorists
who wish to integrate theory and practice more powerfully, but will also appeal to the general reader
interested in gaining an understanding of the practice of planning in the face of the realities of social equality
and power.
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Editorial Review

From the Inside Flap

"A major contribution to the theory and practice of planning—an indispensable text for planners and for all
those concerned about the future of democratic organizations."—David Held, co-editor, Classes, Power and
Conflict

"A gem. In fresh and original ways it illuminates the practical, political and bureaucratic dilemmas of
professional city planning. It is a penetrating and provocative book and a wise one in many essential matters
because it deals with the underlying operational reality on which all American city planning is
based."—Norman Krumholz, Past President, American Planning Association (1986-1987)

"Full of insight and fun, Forester's book will direct students and scholars in creative directions."—Aaron
Wildavsky, author of How to Limit Government Spending

From the Back Cover
"A major contribution to the theory and practice of planning--an indispensable text for planners and for all
those concerned about the future of democratic organizations."--David Held, co-editor, "Classes, Power and
Conflict

"A gem. In fresh and original ways it illuminates the practical, political and bureaucratic dilemmas of
professional city planning. It is a penetrating and provocative book and a wise one in many essential matters
because it deals with the underlying operational reality on which all American city planning is based."--
Norman Krumholz, Past President, American Planning Association (1986-1987)

"Full of insight and fun, Forester's book will direct students and scholars in creative directions."--Aaron
Wildavsky, author of "How to Limit Government Spending

About the Author

John Forester is Associate Professor of City and Regional Planning at Cornell University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rose Warfield:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a reserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading any book, we give you this Planning in the Face of Power book
as beginning and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.



Maria Saad:

The book Planning in the Face of Power will bring that you the new experience of reading the book. The
author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book you just read, this book very
acceptable to you. The book Planning in the Face of Power is much recommended to you to read. You can
also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Dominic Loflin:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Planning in the Face of Power your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each
and every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each word
written in a book then become one form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get ahead of. The
Planning in the Face of Power giving you an additional experience more than blown away your brain but
also giving you useful information for your better life in this particular era. So now let us explain to you the
relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like
winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Fern Rodriquez:

Beside this specific Planning in the Face of Power in your phone, it may give you a way to get more close to
the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from the oven so
don't become worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have
Planning in the Face of Power because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you
sometimes have book but you would not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you
have this in your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful
island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book in addition to read it from now!
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