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Although Machiavelli is usually considered a pioneer among modern political
philosophers, he read deeply in and was greatly influenced by the works of
classical Roman thinkers such as Livy. There is thus a fundamental tension
between the modern and the ancient within Machiavelli's philosophy; he is both a
precursor to the Enlightenment and a throwback to republican Rome. This is the
main thesis behind Patrick Coby's innovative study of the neglected
Machiavellian classic Discourses on Livy. Coby argues that scholars have been
too quick to dismiss the ancient antecedents of Machiavelli's thought, particularly
with regard to the modes and orders of the Roman republic. The book seeks to
resolve the central paradox of the Discourses, that Machiavelli recommends
adoption of Roman modes and orders even though those modes and orders
destroyed the virt-, the strength, which Machiavelli would have moderns
resuscitate by imitating Rome. A sophisticated, highly engaging book,
Machiavelli's Romans will be of special interest to political theorists,
Renaissance scholars, and classicists.
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Editorial Review

Review
Coby's book provides a much-needed textual analysis of Machiavelli's Roman sources and displays a wide
and masterful knowledge of the formidable body of scholarly literature. . . . The book undoubtedly represents
the most thoroughgoing investigation of Machiavelli's interpretation of the Roman precedent. (Sixteenth
Century Journal)

Under Coby's able guidance the reader gets a grand tour of contemporary Machiavelli scholarship and
interpretations. The discussion of liberty and greatness is especially stimulating. . . . All in all, the book
makes the Discourses less mysterious, more intelligible, and more exciting than it is thought to be.
(American Political Science Review)

About the Author
J. Patrick Coby is Professor of Government at Smith College. He is the author of Socrates and the Sophistic
Enlightenment: A Commentary on Plato's Protagoras and of numerous writings in political theory, including
articles on Thucydides, Plato, Aristotle, Machiavelli, Shakespeare, Hobbes, Locke, and Marx.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jack Evans:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept Machiavelli's
Romans: Liberty and Greatness in the Discourses on Livy (Applications of Political Theory) suitable to you?
Often the book was written by popular writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Machiavelli's Romans:
Liberty and Greatness in the Discourses on Livy (Applications of Political Theory)is the one of several
books that everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many people in the world. When you read
this publication you will enter the new shape that you ever know just before. The author explained their
thought in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this publication. This
book will give you a lots of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the
world on this book.

Arthur Smith:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer is usually Machiavelli's Romans: Liberty and Greatness in the Discourses on Livy
(Applications of Political Theory) why because the great cover that make you consider concerning the
content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.



Gerard Pucci:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your
mind expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book
as compared to can satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find
reserve that need more time to be learn. Machiavelli's Romans: Liberty and Greatness in the Discourses on
Livy (Applications of Political Theory) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you who have
those short time problems.

Mary Cox:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book,
and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book
that recommended to your account is Machiavelli's Romans: Liberty and Greatness in the Discourses on
Livy (Applications of Political Theory) this reserve consist a lot of the information from the condition of this
world now. This particular book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The terminology styles
that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some analysis when he makes this
book. Honestly, that is why this book appropriate all of you.
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