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Robert Neville has witnessed the end of the world. The entire population has
been obliterated by a vampire virus. Somehow, Neville survived. He must now
struggle to make sense of everything that has happened and learn to protect
himself against the vampires who hunt him constantly. He must, because perhaps
there is nothing else human left.

I Am Legend was a major influence in horror and brought a whole new thematic
concept to apocalyptic literature. Several humanistic and emotional themes in
this book blend the horror genre with traditional fiction: we see Neville as an
emotional person, and observe as he suffers bouts of depression, dips into
alcoholism and picks up his strength again to fight the vampiric bacteria that has
infected (and killed off) most of humankind. Neville soon meets a woman, Ruth,
(after three years alone), who seems to be uninfected and a lone survivor. The
two become close and he learns from Ruth that the infected have learned to fight
the disease and can spend short amounts of time in the daylight, slowly
rebuilding strength and society as it was.

The novel was adapted to film in 1964 as The Last Man on Earth, as Omega Man
in 1971 and finally as I am Legend in 2007, starring Will Smith.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Richard Burton Matheson (born February 20, 1926) is an American author and
screenwriter working primarily in the fantasy, horror, and science fiction genres.
Between 1950 and 1971, Matheson produced dozens of stories, frequently
combining elements from the different genres in which he works, making
important contributions to the further development of modern horror. Matheson
wrote fourteen episodes for the American television series The Twilight Zone,
including the famous "Nightmare at 20,000 Feet." Notably, Steven Spielberg's
first full length film (made for television) was based on the story “Duel,” for
which Matheson also wrote the screenplay.

Matheson's first novel, Someone is Bleeding, was published in 1953. His thirty
novels since then include The Shrinking Man (filmed as The Incredible
Shrinking Man, again adapted from Matheson's own screenplay), and a science
fiction/vampire novel, I Am Legend (made into film as The Last Man on Earth,
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1964, The Omega Man, 1971, and
I Am Legend, 2007).

A new film based on Matheson's story “Steel,” entitled Real Steel, is a major
motion picture that was released in October 2011. His most recent novel, Other
Kingdoms, appeared in March 2011.

According to film critic Roger Ebert, Matheson's scientific approach to the
supernatural in I Am Legend and other novels from the 1950s and '60s
anticipated the "pseudorealistic fantasy novels like Rosemary's Baby and The
Exorcist." In 2010, Matheson was inducted into the Science Fiction Hall of
Fame, and Stephen King has cited Matheson as a creative influence; his novel
Cell is dedicated to Matheson along with filmmaker George A. Romero. Author
Anne Rice has said that Matheson's short story, "A Dress of White Silk" was a
primary early influence on her interest in vampires and fantasy fiction.
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Robert Neville has witnessed the end of the world. The entire population has been obliterated by a vampire
virus. Somehow, Neville survived. He must now struggle to make sense of everything that has happened and
learn to protect himself against the vampires who hunt him constantly. He must, because perhaps there is
nothing else human left.

I Am Legend was a major influence in horror and brought a whole new thematic concept to apocalyptic
literature. Several humanistic and emotional themes in this book blend the horror genre with traditional
fiction: we see Neville as an emotional person, and observe as he suffers bouts of depression, dips into
alcoholism and picks up his strength again to fight the vampiric bacteria that has infected (and killed off)
most of humankind. Neville soon meets a woman, Ruth, (after three years alone), who seems to be
uninfected and a lone survivor. The two become close and he learns from Ruth that the infected have learned
to fight the disease and can spend short amounts of time in the daylight, slowly rebuilding strength and
society as it was.

The novel was adapted to film in 1964 as The Last Man on Earth, as Omega Man in 1971 and finally as I am
Legend in 2007, starring Will Smith.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Richard Burton Matheson (born February 20, 1926) is an American author and screenwriter working
primarily in the fantasy, horror, and science fiction genres. Between 1950 and 1971, Matheson produced
dozens of stories, frequently combining elements from the different genres in which he works, making
important contributions to the further development of modern horror. Matheson wrote fourteen episodes for
the American television series The Twilight Zone, including the famous "Nightmare at 20,000 Feet."
Notably, Steven Spielberg's first full length film (made for television) was based on the story “Duel,” for
which Matheson also wrote the screenplay.

Matheson's first novel, Someone is Bleeding, was published in 1953. His thirty novels since then include The
Shrinking Man (filmed as The Incredible Shrinking Man, again adapted from Matheson's own screenplay),
and a science fiction/vampire novel, I Am Legend (made into film as The Last Man on Earth, 1964, The
Omega Man, 1971, and
I Am Legend, 2007).

A new film based on Matheson's story “Steel,” entitled Real Steel, is a major motion picture that was
released in October 2011. His most recent novel, Other Kingdoms, appeared in March 2011.

According to film critic Roger Ebert, Matheson's scientific approach to the supernatural in I Am Legend and
other novels from the 1950s and '60s anticipated the "pseudorealistic fantasy novels like Rosemary's Baby
and The Exorcist." In 2010, Matheson was inducted into the Science Fiction Hall of Fame, and Stephen King
has cited Matheson as a creative influence; his novel Cell is dedicated to Matheson along with filmmaker
George A. Romero. Author Anne Rice has said that Matheson's short story, "A Dress of White Silk" was a
primary early influence on her interest in vampires and fantasy fiction.
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From reader reviews:

Pearlie Henry:

The reserve with title I Am Legend contains a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of
gain after read this book. This kind of book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this book
represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement
of the world. This book will bring you within new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book in
your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

James Sharpton:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying I Am Legend that give your
entertainment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can
be said as the opportunity for people to know world better then how they react to the world. It can't be said
constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to end up being
success person. So , for all you who want to start reading as your good habit, you can pick I Am Legend
become your own personal starter.

Raymond Dahms:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its protect may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside look likes. Maybe
you answer can be I Am Legend why because the wonderful cover that make you consider regarding the
content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside as well as
cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Denise Swann:

In this particular era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of several
books in the top checklist in your reading list will be I Am Legend. This book that is qualified as The
Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking right up and review
this reserve you can get many advantages.
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