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"The Penguin History of Europe series... is one of contemporary
publishing's great projects."--New Statesman

It was an age of hope and possibility, of accomplishment and expansion.
Europe's High Middle Ages spanned the Crusades, the building of Chartres
Cathedral, Dante's Inferno, and Thomas Aquinas. Buoyant, confident, creative,
the era seemed to be flowering into a true renaissance-until the disastrous
fourteenth century rained catastrophe in the form of plagues, famine, and war. 

In Europe in the High Middle Ages, William Chester Jordan paints a vivid,
teeming landscape that captures this lost age in all its glory and complexity. Here
are the great popes who revived the power of the Church against the secular
princes; the writers and thinkers who paved the way for the Renaissance; the
warriors who stemmed the Islamic tide in Spain and surged into Palestine; and
the humbler estates, those who found new hope and prosperity until the long
night of the 1300s. From high to low, from dramatic events to social structures,
Jordan's account brings to life this fascinating age. Part of the Penguin History of
Europe series, edited by David Cannadine.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
As Jordan shows, the Middle Ages in Europe were indeed the best of times and worst of times. The beauties
of Gothic architecture, the revivals of Latin literature, the rise of the university, the lyrical romances and
chivalric chansons formed the high points of years that also witnessed famine, plague, political and religious
squabbles, and the Crusades. Princeton historian Jordan (The Great Famine) marvelously weaves the many
and various events of the years 1000-1350 into a splendid historical tapestry. He discusses how various
European countries experienced the Middle Ages, putting to rest the notion that the era was monolithic and
affected everyone the same way. The conflict between the Catholic Church and the state lies at the heart of
the medieval period, and Jordan adeptly chronicles that struggle. As the monarchy gained power, the Church
found that even voices within, such as monastic movements like the Franciscans and the Dominicans, sought
reform. By the end of the Middle Ages, the Church found itself in a crisis that laid the groundwork for the
Protestant Reformation. Jordan's magisterial survey indicates how rich and significant the Middle Ages were
in forming European culture. That this is the inaugural volume in the Penguin History of Europe augurs very
well for the series. Illus., maps. (On sale Jan. 27)
Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
A glimpse of light between early medieval chaos and a plague-infested fourteenth century, the twelfth and
thirteenth centuries were an era of significant cultural and economic progress as well as the time of most of
the things we traditionally associate with the Middle Ages, including Gothic cathedrals, knights, Crusades,
and courtly love. Contextualizing these and other high points, this book gives a balanced, comprehensive
description of Europe's first renaissance. Jordan is both concise and thorough, covering all geographic
regions and supplementing his political narrative (who begot whom, who beheaded whom) with occasional
discussion of cultural advances and everyday life (as well as ever-helpful genealogical tables). He is also
somewhat fast moving, assuming at least a basic understanding of the most major events as he points up the
underlying themes that define the High Middle Ages: the increasing power of the papacy, the effect of
philosophical and violent contact with Islam, difficulty in succession, and others. The third in Penguin's
eight-part series in European history is highly accessible yet academic enough to be valuable as a collegiate
text. Brendan Driscoll
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
"Jordan marvelously weaves the many and various events of the years 1000-1350 into a splendid historical
tapestry. That this is the inaugural volume in the Penguin History of Europe augurs very well for the series."

aJordan marvelously weaves the many and various events of the years 1000a1350 into a splendid historical
tapestry. That this is the inaugural volume in the Penguin History of Europe augurs very well for the series.a
("Publishers Weekly") aA splendid start to Penguinas History of Europe series . . . [Jordan] writes elegantly
and ironically, giving the reader a broad, but not dumbed down view of medieval society and its
complexities.a ("Kirkus Reviews," starred review)

Jordan marvelously weaves the many and various events of the years 1000 1350 into a splendid historical
tapestry. That this is the inaugural volume in the Penguin History of Europe augurs very well for the series.
("Publishers Weekly") A splendid start to Penguin s History of Europe series . . . [Jordan] writes elegantly

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


and ironically, giving the reader a broad, but not dumbed down view of medieval society and its
complexities. ("Kirkus Reviews", starred review)

?Jordan marvelously weaves the many and various events of the years 1000?1350 into a splendid historical
tapestry. That this is the inaugural volume in the Penguin History of Europe augurs very well for the series.?
("Publishers Weekly") A splendid start to Penguin's History of Europe series . . . [Jordan] writes elegantly
and ironically, giving the reader a broad, but not dumbed down view of medieval society and its
complexities.? ("Kirkus Reviews," starred review)"

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jerald Elliott:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress.
Some of you maybe will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you
but the problems coming to you is you don't know which you should start with. This Europe in the High
Middle Ages (The Penguin History of Europe) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why,
because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Vicky Bowman:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject Europe in the High
Middle Ages (The Penguin History of Europe) suitable to you? The actual book was written by popular
writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Europe in the High Middle Ages (The Penguin History of
Europe)is one of several books that will everyone read now. This book was inspired a lot of people in the
world. When you read this publication you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know just
before. The author explained their concept in the simple way, so all of people can easily to understand the
core of this e-book. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. To help you
to see the represented of the world with this book.

Delores Keener:

The guide with title Europe in the High Middle Ages (The Penguin History of Europe) posesses a lot of
information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This particular book exist
new information the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world at this point.
That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you within new
era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you
want.

Mary Brunner:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,



quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping Europe in the High Middle Ages (The
Penguin History of Europe) that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by means of reading this
book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world a great deal
better then how they react to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading habit only for the geeky
individual but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start looking at
as your good habit, it is possible to pick Europe in the High Middle Ages (The Penguin History of Europe)
become your own starter.
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