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From the bestselling author of Winter in Madrid and Dominion comes a
second riveting sixteenth-century thriller featuring hunchback lawyer
Matthew Shardlake

In 1540, during the reign of Henry V111, Shardlake is asked to help a young girl
accused of murder. She refuses to speak in her defense even when threatened
with torture. But just when the case seems lost, Thomas Cromwell, the king's
feared vicar general, offers Shardlake two more weeks to prove hisclient’s
innocence. In exchange, Shardlake must find alost cache of "Dark Fire," a
legendary weapon of mass destruction. What ensues is a page-turning adventure,
filled with period detail and history.

"Atmospheric and engaging” (Margaret George), this second book in Matthew
Shardlake Tudor Mystery series delves again into the dark
and superstitious world of Cromwell's England introduced in Dissolution.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Matthew Shardlake, the marvelous hunchbacked 16th-century attorney who first appeared in Sansom's
Dissolution, returns in this spellbinding Tudor-era tale of murder, conspiracy and betrayal. Shardlake
normally handles property cases and the occasional dangerous mission for Lord Thomas Cromwell, the
king's high counselor. Now he is engaged to defend a young woman accused of a curious murder, and the
case seems hopeless. The girl refuses to speak and, under English law, unless she offers apleain court she
will be slowly crushed to death. Cromwell offers Shardlake a two-week stay of execution if he will agreeto
undertake a secret mission. Desperate to save the girl'slife, Shardlake agrees. Rumors abound of anew and
terrifying weapon called Greek Fire, and Cromwell orders Shardlake to find it, along with its secret formula
and the two alchemists who possess it. Before Shardlake can even speak to the alchemists, they are brutally
murdered, the formula and Greek Fire go missing, and horror and death are unleashed. Fortunately,
Shardlake is aided by Jack Barak, a capable rogue working for Cromwell, and his old friend, Guy Malton, a
peculiar apothecary. Sansom's vivid portrayal of squalid, stinking, bustling London; the city's wealth and
poverty; the brutality and righteousness of religious persecution; and the complexities of English law make
this a suspenseful, colorful and compelling tale.

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

Hunchback Matthew Shardlake may be one of the sharpest lawyersin sixteenth-century England, but his
skills have failed him in the defense of afriend's niece accused of murder. When Henry VIII's vicar general,
Thomas Cromwell, spares the convicted girl's life for 14 days, Shardlake knows the reprieve comes at a hefty
price: in that time, the lawyer must find alost cache of "dark fire," the liquid weapon of mass destruction
Cromwell has promised to deliver to the increasingly ill-tempered king. With the help of one of Cromwell's
impudent servants, Shardlake pursues clues leading him to alchemists, aristocrats, and barristers alike. But in
acountry bitterly split between Roman Catholics and the newly formed Church of England, it's difficult to
distinguish friend from foe. The body count climbs ever higher as Shardlake inches closer to the truth--and
toward the deadline for his client's execution. Like his gripping debut, Dissolution [BKL Ap 1 03], Sansom's
second Shardlake thriller is suffused with rich period detail and an aura of foreboding. Allison Block
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
C. J. Sansom's highly atmospheric and well-crafted sixteenth-century thriller... vividly describes the turbidity
of Tudor London. (Jasper Fforde)
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Users Review
From reader reviews:
Clare Lucas:

The book Dark Fire: A Matthew Shardlake Tudor Mystery gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare
time. You can use to make your capable alot more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you
getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading a book Dark Fire: A Matthew
Shardlake Tudor Mystery for being your habit, you can get alot more advantages, like add your own
personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or al subjects. It is possible to know everything if
you like wide open and read abook Dark Fire: A Matthew Shardlake Tudor Mystery. Kinds of book are alot
of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Roy Stoudt:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Dark Fire: A Matthew Shardlake Tudor Mystery book is readable by simply you
who hate those straight word style. Y ou will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading
experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer of Dark
Fire: A Matthew Shardlake Tudor Mystery content conveys prospect easily to understand by lots of people.
The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different asit. So, do you nonetheless
thinking Dark Fire: A Matthew Shardlake Tudor Mystery is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Lynn Gallagher:

Dark Fire: A Matthew Shardlake Tudor Mystery can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We dl
recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledgein
terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article writer giving
his/her effort to get every word into delight arrangement in writing Dark Fire: A Matthew Shardlake Tudor
Mystery yet doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource
information that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information may drawn you into brand
new stage of crucial thinking.

Robert Victor:

As astudent exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as
well as can't see colorful images on there. Y eah, it isto become complicated. Book is very important for you.
Aswe know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, waysto
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Dark Fire: A Matthew Shardlake Tudor Mystery can make you sense
more interested to read.
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