
Chinese Theories of Reading and Writing: A
Route to Hermeneutics and Open Poetics
(SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and
Culture)

By Ming Dong Gu

Chinese Theories of Reading and Writing: A Route to Hermeneutics and
Open Poetics (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) By Ming
Dong Gu

A groundbreaking work that uncovers an implicit system of hermeneutics in
traditional Chinese thought and aesthetics.

This ambitious work provides a systematic study of Chinese theories of reading
and writing in intellectual thought and critical practice. The author maintains that
there are two major hermeneutic traditions in Chinese literature: the politico-
moralistic mainstream and the metaphysico-aesthetical undercurrent. In exploring
the interaction between the two, Ming Dong Gu finds a movement toward
interpretive openness. In this, the Chinese practice anticipates modern and
Western theories of interpretation, especially literary openness and open poetics.
Classic Chinese works are examined, including the Zhouyi (the I Ching or Book
of Changes), the Shijing (the Book of Songs or Book of Poetry), and selected
poetry, along with the philosophical background of the hermeneutic theories.
Ultimately, Gu relates the Chinese practices of reading to Western hermeneutics,
offering a cross-cultural conceptual model for the comparative study of reading
and writing in general.

Ming Dong Gu is Assistant Professor of Modern Languages at Rhodes College.
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A groundbreaking work that uncovers an implicit system of hermeneutics in traditional Chinese thought and
aesthetics.

This ambitious work provides a systematic study of Chinese theories of reading and writing in intellectual
thought and critical practice. The author maintains that there are two major hermeneutic traditions in Chinese
literature: the politico-moralistic mainstream and the metaphysico-aesthetical undercurrent. In exploring the
interaction between the two, Ming Dong Gu finds a movement toward interpretive openness. In this, the
Chinese practice anticipates modern and Western theories of interpretation, especially literary openness and
open poetics. Classic Chinese works are examined, including the Zhouyi (the I Ching or Book of Changes),
the Shijing (the Book of Songs or Book of Poetry), and selected poetry, along with the philosophical
background of the hermeneutic theories. Ultimately, Gu relates the Chinese practices of reading to Western
hermeneutics, offering a cross-cultural conceptual model for the comparative study of reading and writing in
general.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Ming Dong Gu is Assistant Professor of Modern Languages at Rhodes College.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Forest Nelson:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want something to
explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have spare time to
do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What did you do? All people
has many questions above. They should answer that question since just their can do in which. It said that
about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on kindergarten
until university need this specific Chinese Theories of Reading and Writing: A Route to Hermeneutics and
Open Poetics (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) to read.

Robyn Pugh:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get a
lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can
easily share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own
reader with their story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But
also they write about the data about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or
how to teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet
always try to improve their talent in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their
book. One of them is this Chinese Theories of Reading and Writing: A Route to Hermeneutics and Open
Poetics (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture).

Richard King:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could have it in
e-book means, more simple and reachable. This specific Chinese Theories of Reading and Writing: A Route
to Hermeneutics and Open Poetics (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) can give you a lot of
pals because by you looking at this one book you have matter that they don't and make anyone more like an
interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you
information that possibly your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than additional make you to be great
men and women. So , why hesitate? Let's have Chinese Theories of Reading and Writing: A Route to
Hermeneutics and Open Poetics (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture).



William Lebel:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we
know those guides have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. From the book Chinese Theories of Reading and Writing: A Route to Hermeneutics and Open Poetics
(SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) we can have more advantage. Don't one to be creative
people? To get creative person must like to read a book. Only choose the best book that suited with your aim.
Don't become doubt to change your life at this book Chinese Theories of Reading and Writing: A Route to
Hermeneutics and Open Poetics (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture). You can more appealing
than now.
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