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Operation Barbarossa, Hitler's plan for invading the Soviet Union, has by now
become a familiar tale of overreach, with the Germans blinded to their coming
defeat by their initial victory, and the Soviet Union pushing back from the brink
of destruction with courageous exploits both reckless and relentless. And while
much of this version of the story is true, Frank Ellis tells us in Barbarossa 1941,
it also obscures several important historical truths that alter our understanding of
the campaign. In this new and intensive investigation of Operation Barbarossa,
Ellis draws on a wealth of documents declassified over the past twenty years to
challenge the conventional treatment of a critical chapter in the history of World
War II.

Ellis's close reading of an exceptionally wide range of German and Russian
sources leads to a reevaluation of Soviet intelligence assessments of Hitler's
intentions; Stalin's complicity in his nation's slippage into existential slaughter;
and the influence of the Stalinist regime's reputation for brutality—and a fear of
Stalin's expansionist inclinations—on the launching and execution of Operation
Barbarossa. Ellis revisits two major controversies relating to Barbarossa—the
Soviet pre-emptive strike thesis put forward in Viktor Suvorov's book
Icebreaker; and the view of the infamous Commissar Order, dictating the
execution of a large group of Soviet POWs, as a unique piece of Nazi
malevolence. Ellis also analyzes the treatment of Barbarossa in the work of three
Soviet-Russian writers—Vasilii Grossman, Alexander Bek, and Konstantin
Simonov—and in the first-ever translation of the diary kept by a German soldier
in 20th Panzer Division, brings the campaign back to the daily realities of
dangers and frustrations encountered by German troops.
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overreach, with the Germans blinded to their coming defeat by their initial victory, and the Soviet Union
pushing back from the brink of destruction with courageous exploits both reckless and relentless. And while
much of this version of the story is true, Frank Ellis tells us in Barbarossa 1941, it also obscures several
important historical truths that alter our understanding of the campaign. In this new and intensive
investigation of Operation Barbarossa, Ellis draws on a wealth of documents declassified over the past
twenty years to challenge the conventional treatment of a critical chapter in the history of World War II.

Ellis's close reading of an exceptionally wide range of German and Russian sources leads to a reevaluation of
Soviet intelligence assessments of Hitler's intentions; Stalin's complicity in his nation's slippage into
existential slaughter; and the influence of the Stalinist regime's reputation for brutality—and a fear of Stalin's
expansionist inclinations—on the launching and execution of Operation Barbarossa. Ellis revisits two major
controversies relating to Barbarossa—the Soviet pre-emptive strike thesis put forward in Viktor Suvorov's
book Icebreaker; and the view of the infamous Commissar Order, dictating the execution of a large group of
Soviet POWs, as a unique piece of Nazi malevolence. Ellis also analyzes the treatment of Barbarossa in the
work of three Soviet-Russian writers—Vasilii Grossman, Alexander Bek, and Konstantin Simonov—and in
the first-ever translation of the diary kept by a German soldier in 20th Panzer Division, brings the campaign
back to the daily realities of dangers and frustrations encountered by German troops.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Ellis’s Barbarossa 1941 addresses and answers many vital questions associated with Operation Barbarossa.
Skillfully researched and well written, it is a ‘must buy’ for those interested in the Soviet-German War
specifically, and World War II and military history in general."—David Glantz, author of Endgame at
Stalingrad “As he did in Stalingrad Cauldron, Ellis uncovers a mass of fresh new material here: recently
declassified Russian documentation; literary works; and best of all, the diary of a Gefreiter from the 20th
Panzer Division, an invaluable account of the first eight months of the German invasion.”—Robert M.
Citino, author of The Wehrmacht Retreats: Fighting a Lost War, 1943

“As he did in Stalingrad Cauldron, Ellis uncovers a mass of fresh new material here: recently declassified
Russian documentation; literary works; and best of all, the diary of a Gefreiter from the 20th Panzer
Division, an invaluable account of the first eight months of the German invasion.”—Robert M. Citino,
author of The Wehrmacht Retreats: Fighting a Lost War, 1943

"Ellis’s Barbarossa 1941 addresses and answers many vital questions associated with Operation Barbarossa.
Skillfully researched and well written, it is a ‘must buy’ for those interested in the Soviet-German War
specifically, and World War II and military history in general."—David Glantz, author of Endgame at
Stalingrad

About the Author
Frank Ellis is the author of many books including The Damned and the Dead: The Eastern Front through the
Eyes of Soviet and Russian Novelists and The Stalingrad Cauldron: Inside the Encirclement and Destruction
of the 6th Army, which are also published by Kansas.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kathleen King:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite reserve and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled Barbarossa 1941: Reframing Hitler’s Invasion of Stalin’s Soviet
Empire (Modern War Studies). Try to stumble through book Barbarossa 1941: Reframing Hitler’s Invasion
of Stalin’s Soviet Empire (Modern War Studies) as your friend. It means that it can being your friend when
you really feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned
for yourself. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let
me make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Patricia Lopez:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name Barbarossa 1941:
Reframing Hitler’s Invasion of Stalin’s Soviet Empire (Modern War Studies) suitable to you? The actual



book was written by popular writer in this era. Often the book untitled Barbarossa 1941: Reframing Hitler’s
Invasion of Stalin’s Soviet Empire (Modern War Studies)is the one of several books that everyone read now.
This book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new
age that you ever know prior to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, so all of people can
easily to be aware of the core of this book. This book will give you a great deal of information about this
world now. So you can see the represented of the world within this book.

Anthony Wood:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This specific Barbarossa 1941: Reframing Hitler’s
Invasion of Stalin’s Soviet Empire (Modern War Studies) can give you a lot of pals because by you looking
at this one book you have factor that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This
specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that perhaps
your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than some other make you to be great individuals. So , why
hesitate? We need to have Barbarossa 1941: Reframing Hitler’s Invasion of Stalin’s Soviet Empire (Modern
War Studies).

Barbara Guevara:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source which filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book?
Or just in search of the Barbarossa 1941: Reframing Hitler’s Invasion of Stalin’s Soviet Empire (Modern
War Studies) when you needed it?
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