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The eyes of the West have recently been trained on China and India, but Vietnam
is rising fast among its Asian peers. A breathtaking period of social change has
seen foreign investment bringing capitalism flooding into its nominally
communist society, booming cities swallowing up smaller villages, and the lure
of modern living tugging at the traditional networks of family and community.
Yet beneath these sweeping developments lurks an authoritarian political system
that complicates the nation’s apparent renaissance. In this engaging work,
experienced journalist Bill Hayton looks at the costs of change in Vietnam and
questions whether this rising Asian power is really heading toward capitalism
and democracy.

Based on vivid eyewitness accounts and pertinent case studies, Hayton’s book
addresses a broad variety of issues in today’s Vietnam, including important shifts
in international relations, the growth of civil society, economic developments and
challenges, and the nation’s nascent democracy movement as well as its
notorious internal security. His analysis of Vietnam’s “police state,” and its
systematic mechanisms of social control, coercion, and surveillance, is fresh and
particularly imperative when viewed alongside his portraits of urban and street
life, cultural legacies, religion, the media, and the arts. With a firm sense of
historical and cultural context, Hayton examines how these issues have emerged
and where they will lead Vietnam in the next stage of its development.
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The eyes of the West have recently been trained on China and India, but Vietnam is rising fast among its
Asian peers. A breathtaking period of social change has seen foreign investment bringing capitalism flooding
into its nominally communist society, booming cities swallowing up smaller villages, and the lure of modern
living tugging at the traditional networks of family and community. Yet beneath these sweeping
developments lurks an authoritarian political system that complicates the nation’s apparent renaissance. In
this engaging work, experienced journalist Bill Hayton looks at the costs of change in Vietnam and questions
whether this rising Asian power is really heading toward capitalism and democracy.

Based on vivid eyewitness accounts and pertinent case studies, Hayton’s book addresses a broad variety of
issues in today’s Vietnam, including important shifts in international relations, the growth of civil society,
economic developments and challenges, and the nation’s nascent democracy movement as well as its
notorious internal security. His analysis of Vietnam’s “police state,” and its systematic mechanisms of social
control, coercion, and surveillance, is fresh and particularly imperative when viewed alongside his portraits
of urban and street life, cultural legacies, religion, the media, and the arts. With a firm sense of historical and
cultural context, Hayton examines how these issues have emerged and where they will lead Vietnam in the
next stage of its development.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Hayton has a keen eye for the detail of everyday life as well as larger cultural, economic, social, and
political currents. This book leaves one with the feeling of having been in the hands of an expert craftsman,
and illuminates some of the major issues confronting contemporary Vietnam." (Carlyle A. Thayer, author of
Vietnam People's Army) "Examining nearly every aspect of Vietnamese politics and society, from the
economy and family life, to religion and the plight of indigenous minorities, Hayton gives a balanced,
intelligent account of a country whose history so differs from our own." (Justin Wintle, Financial Times)
"This is a cleverly pitched book, one that will appeal equally to a businessman or investor seeking a briefing
on Vietnam, an old Asia hand, or an inquisitive backpacker." (Petroc Trelawny, Irish Times)"

About the Author

Bill Hayton is a reporter and producer with BBC News who covered Vietnam as the BBC’s correspondent
during 2006–7. While there, he also wrote for the Times, the Financial Times, and the Bangkok Post.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Connie King:

Here thing why this particular Vietnam: Rising Dragon are different and dependable to be yours. First of all
examining a book is good but it really depends in the content than it which is the content is as tasty as food
or not. Vietnam: Rising Dragon giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any reserve
out there but there is no e-book that similar with Vietnam: Rising Dragon. It gives you thrill studying
journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is perhaps can be
happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your way home by
train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Vietnam: Rising
Dragon in e-book can be your alternative.

Duane Coley:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their reader with their story
as well as their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the data
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young
ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One of them is this
Vietnam: Rising Dragon.



Barry Trusty:

You can find this Vietnam: Rising Dragon by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it can to
be your solve challenge if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only
simply by written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era just
like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your
personal ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make
your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Wayne McKnight:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book Vietnam: Rising Dragon was colorful and of course has
pictures on there. As we know that book Vietnam: Rising Dragon has many kinds or category. Start from
kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the
character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy,
fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that will.
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