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Like her half-breed mother, young Zarq Darquel can't always hold her tongue. A
peasant on a large dragon estate, she goes unnoticed by the Dragon Temple-until
she captures the attention of a dragonmaster. Her clan is plunged into destitution,
her sister Waivia sold into slavery, and her mother lost to madness. Desperate to
find Waivia, Zarq and her delirious mother flee. Zarq then develops a taste for
the highly addictive venom of the dragons she has been taught to revere-and with
it, she imbibes their memories and a glimpse of a plot for social revolution. But
to achieve it, she must defy not just sexual taboos and patriarchal society, but the
Emperor who rules her nation.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Set in Malacar, a land with a repressive patriarchal society that both worships and enslaves dragons, Cross's
bold debut introduces headstrong nine-year-old Zarq Darquel, who lives a harsh but not completely
unpleasant life as a member of the pottery clan on a dragon estate. When destitution forces her father to sell
Waisi, Zarq's beautiful older sister, into sexual slavery, her mother, Kavarria, who belongs to the disdained
Djimbi race, tries to save Waisi at all costs, but more tragedy follows. Zarq, her life governed by her
mother's madness and obsession, eventually winds up as a sexually mutilated nun caring for retired bull
dragons. Turning the fantasy cliché of the underdog girl who dreams of dragon-mastery into a grim but
fascinating coming-of-age tale, Cross scratches only the surface of this richly detailed, well-imagined world.
Hints of a plot involving social and religious revolution hold promise for future installments of the Dragon
Temple saga.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
A compelling and harrowing journey...a vividly rendered world. -- Jacqueline Carey

About the Author
Janine Cross has published short fiction in various Canadian magazines and was nominated for an Aurora
Award in 2002. Her mainstream fiction has appeared in newspapers and a local anthology, Shorelines. She
has also published a literary novel.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ella Cook:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Touched By Venom: Book One of the Dragon Temple
Saga. Try to the actual book Touched By Venom: Book One of the Dragon Temple Saga as your friend. It
means that it can for being your friend when you really feel alone and beside associated with course make
you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you a lot more
confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we should make new experience as
well as knowledge with this book.

Mamie Shaw:

The book Touched By Venom: Book One of the Dragon Temple Saga can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the great thing like a
book Touched By Venom: Book One of the Dragon Temple Saga? Wide variety you have a different opinion
about e-book. But one aim that book can give many details for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to
closer with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you could give for each other; you can share



all of these. Book Touched By Venom: Book One of the Dragon Temple Saga has simple shape but the truth
is know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open and read a e-book.
So it is very wonderful.

Ruby Pritchett:

The reason? Because this Touched By Venom: Book One of the Dragon Temple Saga is an unordinary book
that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap it but latter it will shock you with the secret it inside.
Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such wonderful way makes
the content within easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning completely. So , it
is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will
give you a lot of benefits than the other book possess such as help improving your skill and your critical
thinking means. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were you I will go to the book store
hurriedly.

Dena Jacobs:

This Touched By Venom: Book One of the Dragon Temple Saga is new way for you who has fascination to
look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you on it getting
knowledge more you know or you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Touched By
Venom: Book One of the Dragon Temple Saga can be the light food for you because the information inside
this specific book is easy to get by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form and that is reachable by
anyone, yep I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in book form make them feel tired even dizzy
this reserve is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find what you
are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book sort for your
better life along with knowledge.
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