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On January 14, 1930, Horst Wessel, a young and ambitious member of the SA,
was shot at close range and killed outside his home in Berlin. Joseph Goebbels,
whose attention had already been drawn to Wessel as a possible future Nazi
leader, was the first to recognize the propaganda potential of the case. *A young
martyr for the Third Reich,* he wrote in his diary on February 23,
1930, immediately after receiving the news of his death. This was the beginning
of the myth-making of what were essentially a very ordinary individual and a
very ordinary crime. Horst Wessel became the hero of the Nazi movement and
the song Die Fahne Hoch for which Wessel had written the lyrics (and which
subsequently became popularly known as the *Horst Wessel Song*) became the
official Nazi party anthem. Daniel Siemens here provides a fascinating and
gripping account of the background to Horst Wessel’s murder and uncovers how
and why the Nazis made him a political hero. At the same time, it is a portrait of
the Nazi propaganda machine at its most effective and most chilling.
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Editorial Review

Review
Daniel Siemens - delivers trustworthy historical revelations concerning the Wessel material while reading -
as excitingly as a crime story with an ominously long track of blood. Die Zeit This book could be used as a
standard reference on the essential details of the Nazi technique of domination - and its consequences. Der
Tagesspiegel Siemens has unrolled a spectacular criminal case. A gripping and fact-rich historical study.
WDR (Western German Broadcasting) It has been years since I have read a book dealing with the early Nazi
years with as much interest, excitement and admiration. Robert M. Citino, Central European History A
brilliantly researched and highly readable account of the life and death of Horst Wessel, the today largely
forgotten creator of the official anthem of National Socialism. Thomas Weber, author of Hitler's First War In
this masterful book, Daniel Siemens tells the gripping story of how a small-time SA firebrand became a
celebrated Nazi martyr. Beautifully written and assiduously researched, Siemens provides a penetrating
account of political radicalism and violence in the Weimar Republic, and of terror, propaganda and popular
mobilization in the Third Reich. An outstanding work of history. Nik Wachsmann, Birkbeck, University of
London Excellent...thoroughly readable text, which tells its complex story with considerable elan...Siemens
has delivered an outstanding work of history, which illuminates and educates, yet wears its considerable
erudition lightly...Siemens has raised the flag for serious, well-written, accessible history... Roger
Moorhouse, BBC History Magazine, June 2013

About the Author

Daniel Siemens is a historian of Nazi Germany and DAAD Francis Carsten Lecturer in Modern German
History at the School of Slavonic and Eastern European Studies (SSEES), University College London. He
contributes to various daily newspapers in Germany, including the Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung and the
Süddeutsche Zeitung.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

William Phillips:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or this for all people in the world,
the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has various
personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't want do that.
You must know how great as well as important the book The Making of a Nazi Hero: The Murder and Myth
of Horst Wessel. All type of book can you see on many resources. You can look for the internet options or
other social media.

Tessie Springfield:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider when those
information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously which one



works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource then
you obtain it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen inside you if you take The Making of a Nazi Hero: The Murder and Myth of Horst Wessel as the
daily resource information.

Eric Saunders:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story or even
their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about the information
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their ability in writing,
they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of them is this The Making of a Nazi
Hero: The Murder and Myth of Horst Wessel.

Jose Enriquez:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book
when compared with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time
you only find e-book that need more time to be learn. The Making of a Nazi Hero: The Murder and Myth of
Horst Wessel can be your answer since it can be read by a person who have those short free time problems.
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