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For readers of Amy Tan's bestselling novel, The Valley of Amazement, revisit
her classic tale of mothers and daughters

Four mothers, four daughters, four families whose histories shift with the four
winds depending on who's "saying" the stories. In 1949 four Chinese women,
recent immigrants to San Francisco, begin meeting to eat dim sum, play
mahjong, and talk. United in shared unspeakable loss and hope, they call
themselves the Joy Luck Club. Rather than sink into tragedy, they choose to
gather to raise their spirits and money. "To despair was to wish back for
something already lost. Or to prolong what was already unbearable." Forty years
later the stories and history continue.

 

With wit and sensitivity, Amy Tan examines the sometimes painful, often tender,
and always deep connection between mothers and daughters. As each woman
reveals her secrets, trying to unravel the truth about her life, the strings become
more tangled, more entwined. Mothers boast or despair over daughters, and
daughters roll their eyes even as they feel the inextricable tightening of their
matriarchal ties. Tan is an astute storyteller, enticing readers to immerse
themselves into these lives of complexity and mystery.
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For readers of Amy Tan's bestselling novel, The Valley of Amazement, revisit her classic tale of
mothers and daughters

Four mothers, four daughters, four families whose histories shift with the four winds depending on who's
"saying" the stories. In 1949 four Chinese women, recent immigrants to San Francisco, begin meeting to eat
dim sum, play mahjong, and talk. United in shared unspeakable loss and hope, they call themselves the Joy
Luck Club. Rather than sink into tragedy, they choose to gather to raise their spirits and money. "To despair
was to wish back for something already lost. Or to prolong what was already unbearable." Forty years later
the stories and history continue.

 

With wit and sensitivity, Amy Tan examines the sometimes painful, often tender, and always deep
connection between mothers and daughters. As each woman reveals her secrets, trying to unravel the truth
about her life, the strings become more tangled, more entwined. Mothers boast or despair over daughters,
and daughters roll their eyes even as they feel the inextricable tightening of their matriarchal ties. Tan is an
astute storyteller, enticing readers to immerse themselves into these lives of complexity and mystery.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Four mothers, four daughters, four families whose histories shift with the four winds depending on who's
"saying" the stories. In 1949 four Chinese women, recent immigrants to San Francisco, begin meeting to eat
dim sum, play mahjong, and talk. United in shared unspeakable loss and hope, they call themselves the Joy
Luck Club. Rather than sink into tragedy, they choose to gather to raise their spirits and money. "To despair
was to wish back for something already lost. Or to prolong what was already unbearable." Forty years later
the stories and history continue.

With wit and sensitivity, Amy Tan examines the sometimes painful, often tender, and always deep
connection between mothers and daughters. As each woman reveals her secrets, trying to unravel the truth
about her life, the strings become more tangled, more entwined. Mothers boast or despair over daughters,
and daughters roll their eyes even as they feel the inextricable tightening of their matriarchal ties. Tan is an
astute storyteller, enticing readers to immerse themselves into these lives of complexity and mystery.

From Publishers Weekly
"Intensely poetic, startlingly imaginative and moving, this remarkable book will speak to many women,
mothers and grown daughters, about the persistent tensions and powerful bonds between generations and
cultures," praised PW . Author tour.
Copyright 1990 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
What a wonderful book! The "joy luck club" is a mah jong/storytelling support group formed by four
Chinese women in San Francisco in 1949. Years later, when member Suyuan Woo dies, her daughter June
(Jing-mei) is asked to take her place at the mah jong table. With chapters alternating between the mothers
and the daughters of the group, we hear stories of the old times and the new; as parents struggle to adjust to
America, their American children must struggle with the confusion of having immigrant parents.
Reminiscent of Maxine Hong Kingston's The Woman Warrior in its vivid depiction of Chinese-American
women, this novel is full of complicated, endearingly human characters and first-rate story telling in the oral
tradition. It should be a hit in any fiction collection.
- Ann H. Fisher, Radford P.L., Va.
Copyright 1989 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Christopher Milbrandt:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time
to take a go walking, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called
The Joy Luck Club: A Novel? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You already know beside you can
spend your time with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with the opinion or
you have different opinion?



Hector Naranjo:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
As you may know that book is very important for us. The book The Joy Luck Club: A Novel ended up being
making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter
what advantages for you. The publication The Joy Luck Club: A Novel is not only giving you far more new
information but also to be your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time
to read your guide. Try to make relationship with the book The Joy Luck Club: A Novel. You never sense
lose out for everything should you read some books.

Theresa Smith:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. By the book The Joy Luck Club: A Novel we can get more advantage. Don't you to be creative
people? For being creative person must choose to read a book. Only choose the best book that acceptable
with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with that book The Joy Luck Club: A Novel. You can
more appealing than now.

Richard Jimenez:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book The Joy Luck Club: A Novel to make your
current reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading talent is developing when you just like reading.
Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the idea about book and reading
especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open a book and go through it. Beside that the book
The Joy Luck Club: A Novel can to be your friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with what must
you're doing of this time.
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