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There was racism in the ancient world, after all. This groundbreaking book
refutes the common belief that the ancient Greeks and Romans harbored "ethnic
and cultural," but not racial, prejudice. It does so by comprehensively tracing the
intellectual origins of racism back to classical antiquity. Benjamin Isaac's
systematic analysis of ancient social prejudices and stereotypes reveals that some
of those represent prototypes of racism--or proto-racism--which in turn inspired
the early modern authors who developed the more familiar racist ideas. He
considers the literature from classical Greece to late antiquity in a quest for the
various forms of the discriminatory stereotypes and social hatred that have
played such an important role in recent history and continue to do so in modern
society.

Magisterial in scope and scholarship, and engagingly written, The Invention of
Racism in Classical Antiquity further suggests that an understanding of ancient
attitudes toward other peoples sheds light not only on Greco-Roman imperialism
and the ideology of enslavement (and the concomitant integration or non-
integration) of foreigners in those societies, but also on the disintegration of the
Roman Empire and on more recent imperialism as well. The first part considers
general themes in the history of discrimination; the second provides a detailed
analysis of proto-racism and prejudices toward particular groups of foreigners in
the Greco-Roman world. The last chapter concerns Jews in the ancient world,
thus placing anti-Semitism in a broader context.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Christine Hughes:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled The Invention of
Racism in Classical Antiquity? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend
your time with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have
other opinion?

Mary Larrick:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you can
read some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can
spent all day every day to reading a book. The book The Invention of Racism in Classical Antiquity it is
extremely good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These people were
enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the particular
e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too expensive
but this book possesses high quality.

Leslie Woodson:

Why? Because this The Invention of Racism in Classical Antiquity is an unordinary book that the inside of
the book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will shock you with the secret the item inside. Reading
this book next to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such incredible way makes the content
within easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for
not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of
positive aspects than the other book have got such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking
technique. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Everett Dean:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you read
a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of



book that you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, as well
as soon. The The Invention of Racism in Classical Antiquity offer you a new experience in studying a book.
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