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How do race and class intersect to shape the identities and experiences of
Black middle-class parents and their children? What are Black middle-class
parents’ strategies for supporting their children through school? What role
do the educational histories of Black middle-class parents play in their
decision-making about their children’s education?

There is now an extensive body of research on the educational strategies of the
white middle classes but a silence exists around the emergence of the Black
middle classes and their experiences, priorities, and actions in relation to
education. This book focuses on middle-class families of Black Caribbean
heritage.

Drawing on rich qualitative data from nearly 80 in-depth interviews with Black
Caribbean middle-class parents, the internationally renowned contributors reveal
how these parents attempt to navigate their children successfully through the
school system, and defend them against low expectations and other
manifestations of discrimination. Chapters identify when, how and to what extent
parents deploy the financial, cultural and social resources available to them as
professional, middle class individuals in support of their children’s academic
success and emotional well-being. The book sheds light on the complex, and
relatively neglected relations, between race, social class and education, and in
addition, poses wider questions about the experiences of social mobility, and the
intersection of race and class in forming the identity of the parents and their
children.

The Colour of Class: The educational strategies of the Black middle classes will
appeal to undergraduates and postgraduates on education, sociology and social
policy courses, as well as academics with an interest in Critical Race Theory and
Bourdieu.

The Colour of Class was awarded 2nd prize by the Society for Educational
Studies: Book Prize 2016.
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How do race and class intersect to shape the identities and experiences of Black middle-class parents
and their children? What are Black middle-class parents’ strategies for supporting their children
through school? What role do the educational histories of Black middle-class parents play in their
decision-making about their children’s education?

There is now an extensive body of research on the educational strategies of the white middle classes but a
silence exists around the emergence of the Black middle classes and their experiences, priorities, and actions
in relation to education. This book focuses on middle-class families of Black Caribbean heritage.

Drawing on rich qualitative data from nearly 80 in-depth interviews with Black Caribbean middle-class
parents, the internationally renowned contributors reveal how these parents attempt to navigate their children
successfully through the school system, and defend them against low expectations and other manifestations
of discrimination. Chapters identify when, how and to what extent parents deploy the financial, cultural and
social resources available to them as professional, middle class individuals in support of their children’s
academic success and emotional well-being. The book sheds light on the complex, and relatively neglected
relations, between race, social class and education, and in addition, poses wider questions about the
experiences of social mobility, and the intersection of race and class in forming the identity of the parents
and their children.

The Colour of Class: The educational strategies of the Black middle classes will appeal to undergraduates
and postgraduates on education, sociology and social policy courses, as well as academics with an interest in
Critical Race Theory and Bourdieu.

The Colour of Class was awarded 2nd prize by the Society for Educational Studies: Book Prize 2016.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The Colour of Class closes a major gap in research on classed-based parenting and educational
inequality by putting the spotlight on the intersection of race and class. This well-written and
dynamic book will be enthusiastically welcomed by researchers and graduate students in the
field of educational inequalities, minority schooling, and anti-oppressive education." - Max Anthony
Newman, London Review of Education

About the Author

Nicola Rollock is Lecturer in Education and Deputy Director of the Centre for Research in Race and
Education, University of Birmingham, UK.

David Gillborn is Professor of Critical Race Studies and Director of the Centre for Research in Race and
Education, University of Birmingham, UK.

Carol Vincent is Professor of Education at the Institute of Education, University of London, UK.

Stephen J. Ball is Karl Mannheim Professor of Sociology of Education at the Institute of Education,
University of London, UK.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ray Goodrow:

The book The Colour of Class: The educational strategies of the Black middle classes make one feel enjoy
for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable more increase. Book can to be your best friend
when you getting tension or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading through
a book The Colour of Class: The educational strategies of the Black middle classes to be your habit, you can
get a lot more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all
subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like wide open and read a reserve The Colour of Class: The
educational strategies of the Black middle classes. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or
encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this book?

Hilary Williams:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will get



large amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will
say absolutely sure. People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever
try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the book you
have read is definitely The Colour of Class: The educational strategies of the Black middle classes.

Elton Williams:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, do you
consider reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Colour of Class: The
educational strategies of the Black middle classes which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out
this book? Let's observe.

Donna Muniz:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in addition
native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
By the book The Colour of Class: The educational strategies of the Black middle classes we can have more
advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To get creative person must want to read a book. Merely choose
the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this time book The
Colour of Class: The educational strategies of the Black middle classes. You can more pleasing than now.
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