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When high school oddball and introvert Jessica Chai is killed in a car accident,
her parents decide that Jessica would have wanted her organs donated to those
who so desperately need these gifts of life. But Jessica is angry about dying and
being dismembered. Taking the idea of cell memory to the next level, not only do
the recipients get pieces of Jessica, but gets pieces of their memories and lives
moving forward—she knows what they know and keeps tabs on their growth,
recovery, and development. This begins her journey to learn her purpose as she
begins to grasp that her ties to these teenagers goes beyond random weirdness.
It's through their lives that Jessica learns about herself, as she watches the lives
she literally touched continue to interlock.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Gr 7 Up—When Jessica is declared brain dead after a car crash, her parents donate her organs, much to her
lingering spirit's despair. Jessica observes the four teens who have benefitted from her organs: Samuel, who
receives her kidneys; Vivian, her lungs and a heart; Leif, who receives tissue that will help his reconstructed
joints; and Misty, her liver. The narration of her slow-motion crash, paramedics' attempts to revive her, and
the confusion and chaos at the hospital when her parents learn of her fate is heartrending yet not
overdramatic. The isolation, loneliness, and family stress faced by the chronically or critically ill characters
is poignantly captured, as is the condescending attitude often shown toward them. Conflicts between the
teens and their overbearing parents create sympathy for both sides. The survivors find solace in different
ways: Samuel in computers, Vivian in art, and Misty in the public library. Although the emphasis does
largely shift to the four beneficiaries, Jessica coming to terms with her death and the fate of her organs is an
important aspect of the story. Facts about cystic fibrosis and post-transplant recovery are delivered
conversationally without feeling tacked on. Although there are multiple protagonists with complex
situations, each teen is fully developed as a character. An author's note explains deviations from the common
post-transplant recovery time, and facts about organ donation. Brief information about cystic fibrosis, liver
disease, and kidney disease is also included. Recommended for fans of medical dramas or Chris Lynch's
Pieces (S. & S., 2013).—Jennifer Schultz, Fauquier County Public Library, Warrenton, VA

From Booklist
On one very bad day, cheerleaders engulf Jessica Chai in the school hallway and force her to cut her
glistening blonde locks for their cancer charity competition. Her reward is a Halloween party invitation for
that night that sets her mother on a mission to primp Jessica for optimal social belonging. Trying to find the
party, Jessica has a fatal car accident, and the pieces of her become the guts of Kizer’s organ-donation-
centered tale. Gamer Samuel receives her kidneys, artist Vivian her lungs and heart, football star Leif
receives tissue and bone, and library page Misty gets her liver. Jessica follows her donations within the
recipients, wondering how much of her soul they received along with her cells. Chapters alternate with each
recipient starring in his or her own recovery and life circumstances. Kizer crosses their paths while
chronicling their serious health issues. Readers comfortable with spirited deceased protagonists will
appreciate Jessica’s support of her recipients’ aspirations and impact on one another as they embrace her
memory as a foundation for their interlaced futures. Grades 9-12. --Gail Bush

About the Author
AMBER KIZER fell in love with telling stories after one writing workshop; a million pages later, she still
loves it.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Matthew Waddell:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book Pieces of Me. You can choose the best book if you
want reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a book Pieces of Me. You can add know-
how and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you
can understand everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple issue
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until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or maybe searching by
internet gadget. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's learn.

Robert Stewart:

The book Pieces of Me give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your
capable a lot more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting pressure or having big
problem along with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Pieces of Me to get your habit, you can
get much more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. It is
possible to know everything if you like available and read a publication Pieces of Me. Kinds of book are a lot
of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this
publication?

Melissa Wilcox:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read any book.
It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the entire day to reading a
guide. The book Pieces of Me it is rather good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book.
These people were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to deliver this
book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book out of your smart phone.
The price is not too expensive but this book offers high quality.

Fredrick Alfred:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. That book Pieces of Me was colorful and of course has pictures on
the website. As we know that book Pieces of Me has many kinds or style. Start from kids until youngsters.
For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore
not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to
choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that.
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