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The phenomenon of bankonka – ‘postponement of marriage’ – is increasingly
reported in contemporary Japanese media, clearly illustrating the changing
patterns of modern lifestyles and attitudes towards marriage, personal obligation
and ambition. This is the first book in recent years to explore the contemporary
state of marriage in Japanese society. Setting out the different perceptions and
expectations of marriage in today’s Japan, the book discusses how economic
issues and the family impact on marital behaviour. Contrary to the views of some
feminists that young women have no interest in improving their status and
position, this book argues that, by delaying marriage and childrearing, young
women can be seen as ‘rebels’ challenging Japanese patriarchal society. Unlike
many other studies, it gives equal attention to male gender roles and masculinity,
exploring what constitutes being a ‘real man’ in Japan – through the analysis of
mainstream and non-mainstream conceptions of masculinity that co-exist in
contemporary Japan, and considers the implications of such different roles for the
institution of marriage. It investigates the roles of wife and mother, articulating
why the strict division of labour defining men as breadwinners and women as
homemakers became popular. Moreover, it describes the changing character of
courtship relationships, explaining why the norm has shifted from arranged
marriages pre-1945 to love marriages after that period. Finally, it puts the
Japanese experience into cross-cultural, international context with a series of
comparisons with marriage elsewhere both in Asia – including in Korea and
Hong Kong – and in western countries such as France, Sweden, Italy and the
United States.
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The phenomenon of bankonka – ‘postponement of marriage’ – is increasingly reported in contemporary
Japanese media, clearly illustrating the changing patterns of modern lifestyles and attitudes towards
marriage, personal obligation and ambition. This is the first book in recent years to explore the contemporary
state of marriage in Japanese society. Setting out the different perceptions and expectations of marriage in
today’s Japan, the book discusses how economic issues and the family impact on marital behaviour. Contrary
to the views of some feminists that young women have no interest in improving their status and position, this
book argues that, by delaying marriage and childrearing, young women can be seen as ‘rebels’ challenging
Japanese patriarchal society. Unlike many other studies, it gives equal attention to male gender roles and
masculinity, exploring what constitutes being a ‘real man’ in Japan – through the analysis of mainstream and
non-mainstream conceptions of masculinity that co-exist in contemporary Japan, and considers the
implications of such different roles for the institution of marriage. It investigates the roles of wife and
mother, articulating why the strict division of labour defining men as breadwinners and women as
homemakers became popular. Moreover, it describes the changing character of courtship relationships,
explaining why the norm has shifted from arranged marriages pre-1945 to love marriages after that period.
Finally, it puts the Japanese experience into cross-cultural, international context with a series of comparisons
with marriage elsewhere both in Asia – including in Korea and Hong Kong – and in western countries such
as France, Sweden, Italy and the United States.
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Editorial Review

Review
"A carefully developed book that explicitly sets out its questions, theoretical influences, and
methodology. Not only is the writing clear and precise, but the book’s conclusions are also supported
with data from various sources... For those interested in the topics of marriage and feminist
movements, and especially for those studying gender in Japan, Marriage in Contemporary Japan offers
an interesting glimpse into the Japanese institution of matrimony." - Evan Koike, University of Kansas;
Anthropological Quarterly Winter 2013.

About the Author

Yoko Tokuhiro is a Lecturer at The Center for Liberal Arts, Meiji Gakuin University, Japan.  Her research
interests include the anthropology of Japan, marriage, family, and gender.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rosalind Huffman:

This Marriage in Contemporary Japan (Routledge Contemporary Japan Series) tend to be reliable for you
who want to be a successful person, why. The reason of this Marriage in Contemporary Japan (Routledge
Contemporary Japan Series) can be one of several great books you must have is giving you more than just
simple reading food but feed you actually with information that perhaps will shock your previous
knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions
throughout the e-book and printed types. Beside that this Marriage in Contemporary Japan (Routledge
Contemporary Japan Series) forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving
you trial run of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and revel in
reading.

Marcus Huskins:

The reserve untitled Marriage in Contemporary Japan (Routledge Contemporary Japan Series) is the book
that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to anyone.
The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The
article author was did a lot of research when write the book, therefore the information that they share to you
personally is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Marriage in Contemporary Japan
(Routledge Contemporary Japan Series) from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

James Garza:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind



proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find publication that need more time to be
go through. Marriage in Contemporary Japan (Routledge Contemporary Japan Series) can be your answer
since it can be read by you actually who have those short time problems.

Jack Murray:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This Marriage in Contemporary Japan
(Routledge Contemporary Japan Series) is simple to create you can read it in the playground, in the beach,
train and also soon. If you did not get much space to bring the printed book, you can buy typically the e-
book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. And so there
are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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