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In this engaging scientific memoir, Kenneth Ford recounts the time when, in his
mid-twenties, he was a member of the team that designed and built the first
hydrogen bomb. He worked with — and relaxed with — scientific giants of that
time such as Edward Teller, Enrico Fermi, Stan Ulam, John von Neumann, and
John Wheeler, and here offers illuminating insights into the personalities, the
strengths, and the quirks of these men. Well known for his ability to explain
physics to nonspecialists, Ford also brings to life the physics of fission and fusion
and provides a brief history of nuclear science from the discovery of radioactivity
in 1896 to the ten-megaton explosion of "Mike" that obliterated a Pacific Island
in 1952.

Ford worked at both Los Alamos and Princeton's Project Matterhorn, and brings
out Matterhorn's major, but previously unheralded contribution to the
development of the H bomb. Outside the lab, he drove a battered Chevrolet
around New Mexico, a bantam motorcycle across the country, and a British
roadster around New Jersey. Part of the charm of Ford's book is the way in which
he leavens his well-researched descriptions of the scientific work with brief tales
of his life away from weapons.

Readership: A memoir for general readership in the history of science.
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In this engaging scientific memoir, Kenneth Ford recounts the time when, in his mid-twenties, he was a
member of the team that designed and built the first hydrogen bomb. He worked with — and relaxed with —
scientific giants of that time such as Edward Teller, Enrico Fermi, Stan Ulam, John von Neumann, and John
Wheeler, and here offers illuminating insights into the personalities, the strengths, and the quirks of these
men. Well known for his ability to explain physics to nonspecialists, Ford also brings to life the physics of
fission and fusion and provides a brief history of nuclear science from the discovery of radioactivity in 1896
to the ten-megaton explosion of "Mike" that obliterated a Pacific Island in 1952.

Ford worked at both Los Alamos and Princeton's Project Matterhorn, and brings out Matterhorn's major, but
previously unheralded contribution to the development of the H bomb. Outside the lab, he drove a battered
Chevrolet around New Mexico, a bantam motorcycle across the country, and a British roadster around New
Jersey. Part of the charm of Ford's book is the way in which he leavens his well-researched descriptions of
the scientific work with brief tales of his life away from weapons.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Nancy Adams:

Do you considered one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys that aren't like that. This Building the H Bomb: A Personal History book is readable simply by you
who hate those straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable looking at
experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer involving
Building the H Bomb: A Personal History content conveys objective easily to understand by many people.
The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different available as it. So , do you
nonetheless thinking Building the H Bomb: A Personal History is not loveable to be your top list reading
book?

Nathan Barnes:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind expertise
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find book that need more time to be examine.
Building the H Bomb: A Personal History can be your answer since it can be read by you who have those
short extra time problems.

Robert Schneck:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific Building the H Bomb: A Personal History can give
you a lot of good friends because by you investigating this one book you have point that they don't and make
a person more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
e-book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than some other make
you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let's have Building the H Bomb: A Personal History.

Jason Buckley:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library
as well as to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's
soul or real their hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with
can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you.
As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach



Chinese's country. Therefore , this Building the H Bomb: A Personal History can make you sense more
interested to read.
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