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Twelve-year-old LJ knows her place in the world is on the soccer field. When
she's out there scoring goals, everything's right. But lately her competitive spirit
has been getting the best of her, and she begins to alienate all her friends. Popular
girl Tabitha, who spends most of her time on the bench, would give anything for
LJ's confidence and ability on the soccer field. Meanwhile, LJ secretly admires
Tabitha's world of money and friends. So when it's LJ on the bench instead of
Tabitha, she figures out a few things she never expected, and realizes that
sometimes it takes more skill to make others look good instead of yourself.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Grade 5-8 Lily, 12, is the star of her soccer travel team. When her coach notices that her temper tantrums and
self-centeredness prevent her from being the team player she could be, he benches her. There are several
didactic monologues interspersed among some excellent play-by-play action scenes as Lily learns to
overcome her disappointment and gain a better perspective. Montalbano brings a bit of humor to the story by
describing parents of players as either Berries or Nuts those who occasionally glance up at a game between
texting on their BlackBerries and those who are overly obsessed with their child's performance on the field.
Even though Lily's thorough transformation appears to be a bit abrupt, soccer-playing readers will recognize
some of her traits either in themselves or in others and enjoy this tale of friendship through teamwork. Blair
Christolon, Prince William Public Library System, Manassas, VA
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
Seventh-grade soccer star Lily James learns hard lessons about teammates and team playing when ball
hogging earns her a two-game suspension at the same time that an angry, impulsive gesture leads to hours of
washing dishes and windows in her father’s restaurant to pay for a broken sign. Friendship issues, class
differences, and the tensions of an extended family in a small house all play a part in this coming-of-age
story, but its central concern is soccer, as both a physical and a psychological game. First-time novelist
Montalbano, former cocaptain of her college team, writes convincingly, including appealing details of Lily’s
practice sessions with best friend Vee and new friend Tabitha as well as suspenseful play-by-play game
descriptions that will be welcomed by middle-school soccer enthusiasts. Like Lily, though, they may want to
ignore the excellent advice of her coach and her mother, given in homilies that go on just a bit too long. An
awkward story line and too-convenient ending are redeemed by the fast-paced action, which is certain to
appeal. Grades 5-8. --Kathleen Isaacs

Review
"Montalbano's love of the game is clearly evident in the detailed, technical descriptions of each play." -
"Kirkus"

"An ideal pick for readers more interested in scoring goals than boyfriends." - "Publishers Weekly"

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Danny Chamberland:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all
people in the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above.
Every person has various personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or
something that they don't wish do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Breakaway.
All type of book is it possible to see on many options. You can look for the internet solutions or other social
media.

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Scott Lowe:

What do you concerning book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person? If you
don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have spare time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They must answer that question
simply because just their can do which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on pre-school until university need this kind of Breakaway to read.

Harriet Dupree:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know which one you should start with. This Breakaway is our recommendation to make
you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Lloyd Schuler:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading practice
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book this improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want really feel happy read
one having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular Breakaway is kind of guide
which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.
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