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The changes that followed the fall of the Berlin Wall in November 1989 were
particularly dramatic for East Germans. With the German Democratic Republic
effectively taken over by West Germany in the reunification process, nothing in
their lives was immune from change and upheaval: from the way they voted, the
newspapers they read, to the brand of butter they bought.

But what wasiit really like to go from living under communism one minute, to
capitalism the next? What did the East Germans make of capitalism? And how
do they remember the GDR today? Are their memories dominated by fear and
loathing of the Stasi state, or do they look back with a measure of fondness and
regret on aworld of guaranteed employment and arelatively low cost of living?

Thisisthe story of eight citizens of the former German Democratic Republic,
and how these dramatic changes affected them. All of the people in the book
were born in East Germany after the Berlin Wall was put up in August 1961, so
they knew nothing other than living in a socialist system when the GDR fell
apart. Their stories provide afascinating insight not only into everyday lifein
East Germany, but about how this now-vanished state is remembered today, a
guarter of a century after the fall of the Wall.
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The changes that followed the fall of the Berlin Wall in November 1989 were particularly dramatic for East
Germans. With the German Democratic Republic effectively taken over by West Germany in the
reunification process, nothing in their lives was immune from change and upheaval: from the way they
voted, the newspapers they read, to the brand of butter they bought.

But what was it really like to go from living under communism one minute, to capitalism the next? What did
the East Germans make of capitalism? And how do they remember the GDR today? Are their memories
dominated by fear and loathing of the Stasi state, or do they look back with a measure of fondness and regret
on aworld of guaranteed employment and arelatively low cost of living?

Thisisthe story of eight citizens of the former German Democratic Republic, and how these dramatic
changes affected them. All of the people in the book were born in East Germany after the Berlin Wall was
put up in August 1961, so they knew nothing other than living in a socialist system when the GDR fell apart.
Their stories provide afascinating insight not only into everyday life in East Germany, but about how this
now-vanished state is remembered today, a quarter of a century after the fall of the Wall.
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Editorial Review

Review

She has delivered a fascinating glimpse into the lives of others Daily Mail Hester Vaizey's is the sort of
scholarship | relish: detailed, plentiful new material to satisfy historians and sociologists, but respectful too
of amore general readership Rebecca K Morrison, Independent Vaizey carefully guides the reader through
all her interviews by providing essential historical contexts without contradicting the memories of the
interviewees. Indeed, her method of balancing personal accounts with historical insightsis one of the main
strengths of Born in the GDR. German History Above al, her honesty, both regarding her methodol ogy and
her reactions to the interviewees' stories, is refreshing The Writer's Drawer A carefully-researched
exploration of adisappeared society and the complexities of transition from one set of social and economic
expectations to another. Thisis athorough and sympathetic account of Germany's Unification generation.
Anne McElvay, The Economist, and author of The Saddled Cow: East Germany's Life and Legacy Born in
the GDR isahelpful contribution to an understanding of the complexities of life then and its consequences
now. Ulrike Zitzlsperger, Times Higher Education

About the Author

Hester Vaizey isa University Lecturer in Modern German History and a Fellow of Clare College,
Cambridge. Her first book, Surviving Hitler's War: Family Lifein Germany 1939-1948, was shortlisted for
the Women's History Network Prize and won the Fraenkel Prize for Contemporary History.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Christine Clute:

The book Born in the GDR: Living in the Shadow of the Wall can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a very important thing like a
book Born in the GDR: Living in the Shadow of the Wall? A number of you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim this book can give many datafor us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer
with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you may share
all of these. Book Born in the GDR: Living in the Shadow of the Wall has simple shape but you know: it has
great and big function for you. Y ou can search the enormous world by wide open and read aguide. So it is
very wonderful.

VeraHarris

Now aday people that Living in the erajust where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resourcesin it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specialy this Born in the GDR: Living in the
Shadow of the Wall book as this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the information in
this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.



Liliana Stevens:

Beside this Born in the GDR: Living in the Shadow of the Wall in your phone, it might give you away to get
nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you might got hereis fresh
from your oven so don't become worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow village. It is good thing
to have Born in the GDR: Living in the Shadow of the Wall because this book offersto your account
readable information. Do you at times have book but you rarely get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on,
that wil happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, such as
treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book along with read it from at
this point!

Michad Clements:

ThisBornin the GDR: Living in the Shadow of the Wall is new way for you who has curiosity to look for
some information mainly because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you into it getting
knowledge more you know or you who still having bit of digest in reading this Born in the GDR: Livingin
the Shadow of the Wall can be the light food for you because the information inside this particular book is
easy to get by simply anyone. These books produce itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yeah |
mean in the e-book form. People who think that in publication form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this
reserve isthe answer. So thereisno in reading a e-book especially this one. Y ou can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for you actually. So, don't missthis! Just read this e-book type for your better
life and knowledge.
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