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From “an eye for an eye” to debates over capital punishment, humanity has a
long and controversial relationship with doling out justice for criminal acts.
Today, crime and punishment remain significant parts of our culture, but
societies vary greatly on what is considered criminal and how it should be
punished. In this global survey of crime and punishment throughout history,
Mitchel P. Roth examines how and why we penalize certain activities, and he
scrutinizes the effectiveness of such efforts in both punishing wrongdoers and
bringing a sense of justice to victims.
           
Drawing on anthropology, archaeology, folklore, and literature, Roth chronicles
the global history of crime and punishment—from early civilizations to the
outlawing of sex crimes and serial homicide to the development of organized
crime and the threat today of global piracy. He explores the birth of the
penitentiary and the practice of incarceration as well as the modern philosophy of
rehabilitation, arguing that these are perhaps the most important advances in the
effort to safeguard citizens from harm. Looking closely at the retributions
societies have condoned, Roth also look at execution and its many forms,
showing how stoning, hemlock, the firing squad, and lethal injection are
considered either barbaric or justified across different cultures. Ultimately, he
illustrates that despite advances in every level of human experience, there is
remarkable continuity in what is considered a crime and the sanctions
administered.
           
Perfect for students, academics, and general readers alike, this interdisciplinary
book provides a fascinating look at criminality and its consequences.
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From “an eye for an eye” to debates over capital punishment, humanity has a long and controversial
relationship with doling out justice for criminal acts. Today, crime and punishment remain significant parts
of our culture, but societies vary greatly on what is considered criminal and how it should be punished. In
this global survey of crime and punishment throughout history, Mitchel P. Roth examines how and why we
penalize certain activities, and he scrutinizes the effectiveness of such efforts in both punishing wrongdoers
and bringing a sense of justice to victims.
           
Drawing on anthropology, archaeology, folklore, and literature, Roth chronicles the global history of crime
and punishment—from early civilizations to the outlawing of sex crimes and serial homicide to the
development of organized crime and the threat today of global piracy. He explores the birth of the
penitentiary and the practice of incarceration as well as the modern philosophy of rehabilitation, arguing that
these are perhaps the most important advances in the effort to safeguard citizens from harm. Looking closely
at the retributions societies have condoned, Roth also look at execution and its many forms, showing how
stoning, hemlock, the firing squad, and lethal injection are considered either barbaric or justified across
different cultures. Ultimately, he illustrates that despite advances in every level of human experience, there is
remarkable continuity in what is considered a crime and the sanctions administered.
           
Perfect for students, academics, and general readers alike, this interdisciplinary book provides a fascinating
look at criminality and its consequences.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Roth’s effort is forceful, scholarly yet easily readable, informative, sometimes even entertainingly
informative, and, lastly, provocative. . . . The book is crammed with interesting facts and statistics and
dozens of fascinating and sometimes gory anecdotes that have been brought together through disciplined and
thorough research.” 
(Los Angeles Review of Books)

“A fascinating and well-written piece of research.”
(Law, Crime, and History)

“Roth’s clear, straightforward, interdisciplinary approach in analyzing crime and punishment worldwide and
his global perspective provide an engaging look into criminality and its consequences. Students, academics,
and general readers can all benefit from this work. . . . Highly recommended.” 
(Choice)

About the Author

Mitchel P. Roth is professor of criminal justice and criminology at Sam Houston State University in
Huntsville, Texas. He is the author or editor of many books, including A History of Crime and Punishment:
Readings and Documents in Criminal Justice and Global Organized Crime: A Reference Handbook.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

William Phillips:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they get because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like reading
a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem or even exercise.
Well, probably you will need this An Eye for an Eye: A Global History of Crime and Punishment.

Corrine Switzer:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just
watching TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look
different you can read a new book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can
spent 24 hours a day to reading a reserve. The book An Eye for an Eye: A Global History of Crime and
Punishment it is very good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. We were holding



enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the e-book.
You can m0ore very easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book
features high quality.

Amanda Bell:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this book. This An Eye for an Eye: A Global History
of Crime and Punishment is simple bringing you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and soon. If you
did not include much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you quicker to
read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when you buy this book.

Donna Bledsoe:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of the
books in the top checklist in your reading list is definitely An Eye for an Eye: A Global History of Crime and
Punishment. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in getting precious person.
By looking up and review this book you can get many advantages.
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