
The Spinning World: A Global History of
Cotton Textiles, 1200-1850 (Pasold Studies in
Textile History)

By Giorgio Riello, Prasannan Parthasarathi

The Spinning World: A Global History of Cotton Textiles, 1200-1850
(Pasold Studies in Textile History) By Giorgio Riello, Prasannan Parthasarathi

Cotton textiles were the first good to achieve a truly global reach. For many
centuries muslins and calicoes from the Indian subcontinent were demanded in
the trading worlds of the Indian Ocean and the eastern Mediterranean. After
1500, new circuits of exchange were developed. Of these, the early-modern
European craze for Indian calicoes and the huge nineteenth-century export trade
in Lancashire goods, and subsequent deindustrialization of the Indian
subcontinent, are merely the best known. These episodes, although of great
importance, far from exhaust the story of cotton. They are well known because of
the enormous research energy that has been devoted to them, but other important
elements of cotton's long history are deserving of similar attention.
The purpose of this collection of essays is to examine the history of cotton
textiles at a global level over the period 1200-1850. This volume sheds light on
new answers to two questions: what is it about cotton that made it the
paradigmatic first global commodity? And second, why did cotton industries in
different parts of the world follow different paths of development?

Essays included in the volume are authored by 19 scholars from eight different
nations, all of whom are specialists in the study of textiles. They are drawn from
a range of sub-disciplines within history and bring together their areas and
periods of specialization to provide a global history. Therefore, the volume
covers a wide variety of approaches to the study of history, which is essential for
constructing a global picture. Some of the contributors are internationally well
known for their publications on the history of cotton, as well as other textiles in
different world areas. The volume also draws upon the research of a number of
younger scholars whose work will form the core of the future development of
textile history as a global discipline.
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Cotton textiles were the first good to achieve a truly global reach. For many centuries muslins and calicoes
from the Indian subcontinent were demanded in the trading worlds of the Indian Ocean and the eastern
Mediterranean. After 1500, new circuits of exchange were developed. Of these, the early-modern European
craze for Indian calicoes and the huge nineteenth-century export trade in Lancashire goods, and subsequent
deindustrialization of the Indian subcontinent, are merely the best known. These episodes, although of great
importance, far from exhaust the story of cotton. They are well known because of the enormous research
energy that has been devoted to them, but other important elements of cotton's long history are deserving of
similar attention.
The purpose of this collection of essays is to examine the history of cotton textiles at a global level over the
period 1200-1850. This volume sheds light on new answers to two questions: what is it about cotton that
made it the paradigmatic first global commodity? And second, why did cotton industries in different parts of
the world follow different paths of development?

Essays included in the volume are authored by 19 scholars from eight different nations, all of whom are
specialists in the study of textiles. They are drawn from a range of sub-disciplines within history and bring
together their areas and periods of specialization to provide a global history. Therefore, the volume covers a
wide variety of approaches to the study of history, which is essential for constructing a global picture. Some
of the contributors are internationally well known for their publications on the history of cotton, as well as
other textiles in different world areas. The volume also draws upon the research of a number of younger
scholars whose work will form the core of the future development of textile history as a global discipline.
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Editorial Review

Review
`Review from previous edition A must-have for any academic libraryand a required resource for any textile
historian.' The Textile Society

`...a collection of essays of high factual value and close scrutiny of process, its revisionism lying in its world-
ranging approach to a subject which has largely been viewed from a Western perspective.' Jane Jakeman,
Times Literary Supplement

About the Author
Giorgio Riello is an Assitant Professor in Global History and Culture at the University of Warwick.
Prasannan Parthasarathi is Associate Professor of History at Boston College.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary McCollum:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled The Spinning World: A Global History of Cotton Textiles, 1200-1850
(Pasold Studies in Textile History). Try to stumble through book The Spinning World: A Global History of
Cotton Textiles, 1200-1850 (Pasold Studies in Textile History) as your friend. It means that it can for being
your friend when you experience alone and beside that of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it
is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you more confidence because you can know everything by the
book. So , let us make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Christopher Decker:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book The Spinning World: A Global History of Cotton
Textiles, 1200-1850 (Pasold Studies in Textile History). You can choose the best book if you like reading a
book. Providing we know about how is important any book The Spinning World: A Global History of Cotton
Textiles, 1200-1850 (Pasold Studies in Textile History). You can add information and of course you can
around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can understand everything!
From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple issue until wonderful
thing you are able to know that. In this era, we could open a book or perhaps searching by internet product. It
is called e-book. You can use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

Juan Gilbert:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family



members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you can
read some sort of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the
whole day to reading a guide. The book The Spinning World: A Global History of Cotton Textiles, 1200-
1850 (Pasold Studies in Textile History) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended
this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space bringing this
book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from your smart phone. The
price is not too expensive but this book offers high quality.

Lisa Williams:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Spinning World: A Global
History of Cotton Textiles, 1200-1850 (Pasold Studies in Textile History), it is possible to enjoy both. It is
good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout
fellas. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its known as reading friends.
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