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How do rituals work? Although this is one of the first questions that people
everywhere ask about rituals, little has been written explicitly on the topic. In The
Problem of Ritual Efficacy, nine scholars address this issue, ranging across the
fields of history, anthropology, medicine, and biblical studies.

For "modern" people, the very notion of ritual efficacy is suspicious because
rituals are widely thought of as merely symbolic or expressive, so that - by
definition - they cannot be efficacious. Nevertheless people in many cultures
assume that rituals do indeed "work," and when we take a closer look at who
makes claims for ritual efficacy (and who disputes such claims), we learn a great
deal about the social and historical contexts of such debates. Moving from the
pre-modern era-in which the notion of ritual efficacy was not particularly
controversial-into the skeptical present, the authors address a set of debates
between positivists, natural scientists, and religious skeptics on the one side, and
interpretive social scientists, phenomenologists, and religious believers on the
other. Some contributors advance a particular theory of ritual efficacy while
others ask whether the question makes any sense at all.

This path-breaking interdisciplinary collection will be of interest to readers in
anthropology, history, religious studies, humanities and the social sciences
broadly defined, and makes an important contribution to the larger conversation
about what ritual does and why it matters to think about such things.
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How do rituals work? Although this is one of the first questions that people everywhere ask about rituals,
little has been written explicitly on the topic. In The Problem of Ritual Efficacy, nine scholars address this
issue, ranging across the fields of history, anthropology, medicine, and biblical studies.

For "modern" people, the very notion of ritual efficacy is suspicious because rituals are widely thought of as
merely symbolic or expressive, so that - by definition - they cannot be efficacious. Nevertheless people in
many cultures assume that rituals do indeed "work," and when we take a closer look at who makes claims for
ritual efficacy (and who disputes such claims), we learn a great deal about the social and historical contexts
of such debates. Moving from the pre-modern era-in which the notion of ritual efficacy was not particularly
controversial-into the skeptical present, the authors address a set of debates between positivists, natural
scientists, and religious skeptics on the one side, and interpretive social scientists, phenomenologists, and
religious believers on the other. Some contributors advance a particular theory of ritual efficacy while others
ask whether the question makes any sense at all.

This path-breaking interdisciplinary collection will be of interest to readers in anthropology, history,
religious studies, humanities and the social sciences broadly defined, and makes an important contribution to
the larger conversation about what ritual does and why it matters to think about such things.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This collection of essays addresses the knotty and important problem of the efficacy of ritual from a variety
of perspectives spanning the disciplines of anthropology and theology. Thematically focused and
substantively rich, the volume will have considerable appeal to scholars and students in the fields of
anthropology of religion, history of religions, ritual studies, and theology."

-- Thomas J. Csordas, author of Body/Meaning/Healing and The Sacred Self: A Cultural Phenomenology of
Charismatic Healing

About the Author

For more information on the Oxford Ritual Studies Series, visit http://ritualstudies.com

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Cory Marshall:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Problem of Ritual Efficacy (Oxford
Ritual Studies) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because this book
serves what you want and need in this era.

Cheryl Cooley:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you read this The
Problem of Ritual Efficacy (Oxford Ritual Studies), you may tells your family, friends along with soon about
yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a reserve.



Benjamin Deloatch:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to
fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the book untitled The Problem of Ritual Efficacy (Oxford Ritual Studies) can be good
book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Josephine Widman:

This The Problem of Ritual Efficacy (Oxford Ritual Studies) is great publication for you because the content
and that is full of information for you who have always deal with world and have to make decision every
minute. This book reveal it info accurately using great arrange word or we can point out no rambling
sentences inside it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only
offers you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having
The Problem of Ritual Efficacy (Oxford Ritual Studies) in your hand like getting the world in your arm, data
in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no e-book that offer you world in ten or fifteen minute right
but this guide already do that. So , this is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt
which?
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