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This comprehensive history of modern South Asia explores the historical
development of the Subcontinent from the beginning of the eighteenth century to
the present day from local and regional, as opposed to European, perspectives.
Michael Mann charts the role of emerging states within the Mughal Empire, the
gradual British colonial expansion in the political setting of the Subcontinent and
shows how the modern state formation usually associated with Western Europe
can be seen in some regions of India, linking Europe and South Asia together as
part of a shared world history. This book looks beyond the Subcontinent’s post-
colonial history to consider the political, economic, social and cultural
development of Pakistan and Bangladesh as well as Sri Lanka and Nepal, and to
examine how these developments impacted the region’s citizens.

South Asia’s Modern History begins with a general introduction which provides
a geographical, environmental and historiographical overview. This is followed
by thematic chapters which discuss Empire Building and State Formation,
Agriculture and Agro-Economy, Silviculture and Scientific Forestry, Migration,
Circulation and Diaspora, Industrialisation and Urbanisation and Knowledge,
Science, Technology and Power, demonstrating common themes across the
decades and centuries.

This book will be perfect for all students of South Asian history.
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This comprehensive history of modern South Asia explores the historical development of the Subcontinent
from the beginning of the eighteenth century to the present day from local and regional, as opposed to
European, perspectives. Michael Mann charts the role of emerging states within the Mughal Empire, the
gradual British colonial expansion in the political setting of the Subcontinent and shows how the modern
state formation usually associated with Western Europe can be seen in some regions of India, linking Europe
and South Asia together as part of a shared world history. This book looks beyond the Subcontinent’s post-
colonial history to consider the political, economic, social and cultural development of Pakistan and
Bangladesh as well as Sri Lanka and Nepal, and to examine how these developments impacted the region’s
citizens.

South Asia’s Modern History begins with a general introduction which provides a geographical,
environmental and historiographical overview. This is followed by thematic chapters which discuss Empire
Building and State Formation, Agriculture and Agro-Economy, Silviculture and Scientific Forestry,
Migration, Circulation and Diaspora, Industrialisation and Urbanisation and Knowledge, Science,
Technology and Power, demonstrating common themes across the decades and centuries.

This book will be perfect for all students of South Asian history.
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Editorial Review

Review

'This clearly written and daringly innovative volume accentuates the international aspects of South Asian
history. It provides an up-to-date introduction to South Asia and its historiography within the important
frame of a global context. By focusing on the subcontinent as part of Indian Ocean and wider systems, it
shows how regional and global forces helped to shape the history of South Asia. Mann’s nuanced, thematic
approach helps students and scholars appreciate a fresh view of South Asian social history." -Douglas T.
McGetchin, Florida Atlantic University

"..the book is a welcome departure from the traditional linear approach of the numerous other surveys of
South Asian history.  Readers focusing on issues of environment and urbanization in South Asia will find
this work useful. Summing Up: Recommended." -P. P. Barua, University of Nebraska at Kearney in
CHOICE

"What makes this book especially attractive to students and sets the work apart from other overviews is the
extensive discussion of ongoing scholarly debates and “concentrated literary review and analysis.” Michael
Mann identifies and describes different historiographical schools, singles out some of the major paradigm
shifts in writings on South Asian history, and convincingly problematizes the questionable relationship
between history-writing and (contemporary) national ideologies. This nuanced and refreshing overview of
the history of South Asia as a whole can be recommended to students and scholars alike." -Manju Ludwig,
IQAS Review

About the Author

Michael Mann is the head of South Asia Studies at Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin. His previous
publications include British Rule on Indian Soil. North India in the First Half on the Nineteenth Century
(1999, second edition 2002); together with Carey A. Watt (eds): Civilizing Mission in Colonial and
Postcolonial South Asia. From Improvement to Development ( 2011) and Sahibs, Sklaven und Soldaten.
Geschichte des Menschenhandels im Indischen Ozean (2012).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

William Svendsen:

This South Asia’s Modern History: Thematic Perspectives usually are reliable for you who want to certainly
be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this South Asia’s Modern History: Thematic
Perspectives can be one of several great books you must have is giving you more than just simple reading
food but feed a person with information that perhaps will shock your prior knowledge. This book is
definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed
ones. Beside that this South Asia’s Modern History: Thematic Perspectives giving you an enormous of



experience like rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day
exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Justin Price:

The actual book South Asia’s Modern History: Thematic Perspectives will bring you to the new experience
of reading some sort of book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. When you try to find new
book to learn, this book very ideal to you. The book South Asia’s Modern History: Thematic Perspectives is
much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can
more readily to read the book.

Mitchell Smith:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this South Asia’s Modern History: Thematic
Perspectives e-book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that can be
understand by anyone who also read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still uncertainty South Asia’s
Modern History: Thematic Perspectives as good book not merely by the cover but also by content. This is
one e-book that can break don't judge book by its handle, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to
pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening
to an additional sixth sense.

Luther Jensen:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This book South Asia’s Modern History: Thematic Perspectives was filled concerning
science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has
several feel when they reading a book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can really feel
enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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