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In this fascinating book, Reid examines Robert Louis Stevenson's writings in the
context of late-Victorian evolutionist thought, arguing that an interest in
'primitive' life is at the heart of his work. She investigates a wide range of
Stevenson's writing, including Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde and Treasure Island as
well as previously unpublished material from the Stevenson archive at Yale.
Reid's interpretation offers a new way of understanding the relationship between
his Scottish and South Seas work. Her analysis of Stevenson's engagement with
anthropological and psychological debate also illuminates the dynamic
intersections between literature and science at the fin de siècle.
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Editorial Review

Review

'One of the many strengths of this volume is how its discussion of evolution, degeneration and anthropology
affords us a clearer picture of Stevenson's development as a writer, and as a serious critic of cultural conflict
and change... Robert Louis Stevenson, Science and the Fin de Siècle is a welcome addition to Stevenson
studies.' - Linda Dryden, Journal of Stevenson Studies

'Reid's critical faculties are sharp and original, and her research is judicious, wide-ranging and deftly - almost
weightlessly - deployed... Reid's book succeeds remarkably at deepening our understanding and appreciation
of Stevenson and a broad spectrum of his works.' - Thomas L. Reed, Review of English Studies

'Julia Reid's Robert Louis Stevenson, Science and the Fin de Siècle - the latest in Palgrave's impressive and
fast-growing Studies in Nineteenth-Century Writing and Culture series - is a very strong entry in [the] newly
emerging canon of Stevenson criticism. Reid's study is the first, moreover, to give extensive treatment to
Stevenson's complex and shifting relationship to fin-de-siècle science.' - Oliver S. Buckton, Nineteenth-
Century Literature

'Robert Louis Stevenson, Science and the Fin de Siècle is a welcome addition to Stevenson studies, for it
opens up for scrutiny some of the interstices between disciplinary fields, as well as the transactions between
them, and makes a persuasive case for the relevance of this interdisciplinary approach to Stevenson's
remarkably diverse and seeming inchoate oeuvre.' - Shafquat Towheed, ELT

'[An] excellent addition... to the burgeoning corpus of Stevenson studies.' - Christine Ferguson, Victorian
Studies

'The book reaches beyond Stevenson aficionados to offer an astute take on the ways scientific discourse was
implicated in battles over literary and generic value. [It] reveal[s] the value of more historicised and nuanced
accounts of primitivism, and suggest[s] that our understanding of literary debates might be revitalised if we
attend to the creative relationships between literature and science'

Caroline Sumpter, Literature and History

'fascinating study of Robert Louis Stevenson's attitude to evolution and degeneracy revelatory material
Though a serious and academic book, this also has a great deal to offer fans of Stevenson's fiction as well as
those interested in the science of his time. A truly rewarding read.'

Lesley McDowell, Herald ('Paperback of the Week', 15 Aug. 2009)

'...offers a new way of understanding the relationship between Stevenson's Scottish and South Seas work.'
Scots Magazine

'Reid convincingly demonstrates that his development of empathetic observation and his literary expression
of insights born of these comparative experiences simultaneously benefitted from, and contributed to the
construction of contemporary anthropological notions of cross-cultural understanding... Reid's able and
discerning study transforms our view of Stevenson, bringing him more fully alive in a complex social circle



churning with conflicting ideas and rapidly changing notions of human potential, both individual and
cultural.' - Pamela Gossin, University of Texas at Dallas, Scotia vol. XXXII

About the Author
JULIA REID is Lecturer in Victorian Literature at the University of Leeds, UK. Her research is on late-
Victorian Literature and Science and she has published several essays on Stevenson and the evolutionary
sciences.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gary Lewis:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled Robert
Louis Stevenson, Science, and the Fin de Siècle (Palgrave Studies in Nineteenth-Century Writing and
Culture) your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unfamiliar
for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a reserve then become
one web form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get just before. The Robert Louis
Stevenson, Science, and the Fin de Siècle (Palgrave Studies in Nineteenth-Century Writing and Culture)
giving you a different experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful data for
your better life within this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and
mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a sport. Do you want to
try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

James Newman:

You can obtain this Robert Louis Stevenson, Science, and the Fin de Siècle (Palgrave Studies in Nineteenth-
Century Writing and Culture) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it might to be your
solve difficulty if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by
written or printed but can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just
looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to
get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are
still update. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Jean Gaskin:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is
identified as of book Robert Louis Stevenson, Science, and the Fin de Siècle (Palgrave Studies in
Nineteenth-Century Writing and Culture). Contain your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed
book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must
aware about book. It can bring you from one spot to other place.



Marianne Stromain:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book Robert Louis Stevenson, Science, and the Fin
de Siècle (Palgrave Studies in Nineteenth-Century Writing and Culture) to make your own personal reading
is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading talent is developing when you like reading. Try to choose
straightforward book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the sensation about book and studying
especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open a book and examine it. Beside that the book
Robert Louis Stevenson, Science, and the Fin de Siècle (Palgrave Studies in Nineteenth-Century Writing and
Culture) can to be your friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of these
time.
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