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It is now well accepted that deforestation is a key source of greenhouse gas
emissions and of climate change, with forests representing major sinks for
carbon. As a result, public and private initiatives for reducing emissions from
deforestation and forest degradation (REDD) have been widely endorsed by
policy-makers. A key issue is the feasibility of carbon trading or other incentives
to encourage land-owners and indigenous people, particularly in developing
tropical countries, to conserve forests, rather than to cut them down for
agricultural or other development purposes. 

This book presents a major critique of the aims and policies of REDD as
currently structured, particularly in terms of their social feasibility. It is shown
how the claims to be able to reduce greenhouse gas emissions as well as enhance
people's livelihoods and biodiversity conservation are unrealistic. There is a
naive assumption that technical or economic fixes are sufficient for success.
However, the social and governance aspects of REDD, and its enhanced version
known as REDD+, are shown to be implausible. Instead to enhance REDD's
prospects, the author provides a roadmap for developing a new social contract
that puts people first.
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It is now well accepted that deforestation is a key source of greenhouse gas emissions and of climate change,
with forests representing major sinks for carbon. As a result, public and private initiatives for reducing
emissions from deforestation and forest degradation (REDD) have been widely endorsed by policy-makers.
A key issue is the feasibility of carbon trading or other incentives to encourage land-owners and indigenous
people, particularly in developing tropical countries, to conserve forests, rather than to cut them down for
agricultural or other development purposes. 

This book presents a major critique of the aims and policies of REDD as currently structured, particularly in
terms of their social feasibility. It is shown how the claims to be able to reduce greenhouse gas emissions as
well as enhance people's livelihoods and biodiversity conservation are unrealistic. There is a naive
assumption that technical or economic fixes are sufficient for success. However, the social and governance
aspects of REDD, and its enhanced version known as REDD+, are shown to be implausible. Instead to
enhance REDD's prospects, the author provides a roadmap for developing a new social contract that puts
people first.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Michael Brown recognizes that there can be no environmentalism without representation – especially
local representation. If there is salvation for REDD, this book may be looked upon as the benediction
that brought it around. By presenting the case for social protections in accessible language, Brown
gives REDD a redeeming chance." – Jesse Ribot, Professor of Geography, University of Illinois, USA 

"Recent years have seen the emergence of REDD and its variants which have provided great hope in
avoiding deforestation, coupled with combined livelihood and biodiversity benefits. It has become a
pervasive and persuasive paradigm, beguiling policy-makers, academics and practitioners alike.
Despite the international attention on REDD, it seems to have been accepted with very little critical
analysis. In this book, Michael Brown challenges the very essence of REDD and REDD+, particularly
from the social and institutional perspectives. His analysis is detailed, revealing, and timely; asking
many questions of the REDD mechanism that have thus far been largely, and perhaps conveniently,
ignored. This book should guide the real policies behind REDD and how local communities and
indigenous people engage in its possible implementation. It is a welcome counter to the largely positive
and unquestioning way in which REDD has entered our collective consciousness." – Terry Sunderland,
Principal Scientist, Forests and Livelihoods Programme, Center for International Forestry Research, Bogor,
Indonesia

"... Brown is passionate about what he sees as the solutions to encourage a socially responsible
reduction in deforestation, and indeed he makes good sense." - Peter Thomas, Bulletin of the British
Ecological Society

"The Redeeming REDD volume is written by an author who is extremely well informed on the subject,
because Michael Brown has been involved in REDD issues since its beginning, and because he has
reviewed a remarkable amount of references on the subject. This is reflected in the many details that
are covered in the 11 chapters of the book." – Wil de Jong, Center for Integrated Area Studies, Kyoto
University

About the Author

Michael I. Brown is the founder and President of Satya Development International LLC
(www.satyadi.com), a consultancy based in Washington DC. He has over 30 years experience in Africa and
other regions working with non-governmental organizations and for-profit groups primarily on USAID-
funded projects across diverse development sectors and in conservation.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



William Hoover:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now could be
taking seriously which one works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Redeeming REDD: Policies, Incentives and Social
Feasibility for Avoided Deforestation as the daily resource information.

Lisa Buffington:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are ride
on and with addition details. Even you love Redeeming REDD: Policies, Incentives and Social Feasibility for
Avoided Deforestation, you can enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still want to miss it? What
kind of hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its
identified as reading friends.

Harriet Dupree:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer is usually Redeeming REDD: Policies, Incentives and Social Feasibility for
Avoided Deforestation why because the wonderful cover that make you consider concerning the content will
not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading
sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Violet Murray:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but novel and Redeeming REDD: Policies, Incentives and Social
Feasibility for Avoided Deforestation as well as others sources were given know-how for you. After you
know how the fantastic a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher
as well as students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In some other case,
beside science guide, any other book likes Redeeming REDD: Policies, Incentives and Social Feasibility for
Avoided Deforestation to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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