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Alice Loudon has it all: a devoted boyfriend, a marvelous circle of friends, a
challenging job as a research scientist. Then one morning, on her way to work,
she exchanges a lingering look with a man so devastatingly attractive he takes
her breath away. Adam Tallis is the essence of every female fantasy -- a daring
mountain climber who has been hailed as a hero. As a lover, he is more
passionate than Alice's wildest imaginings. Soon there isn't anything or anyone
she wouldn't give up to stay by his side. Now all she has is Adam, and life with
this stranger will take her to new heights of madness...and fear.

From internationally acclaimed author Nicci French comes a shattering tale that's
being called one of the best psychological thrillers of the year...
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
A critically acclaimed, bestselling British author (The Memory Game), French makes her American debut
with a stunning novel of sexual obsession. Alice Loudon has a wonderful boyfriend, Jake; a nice apartment
in London; good friends; and a satisfying job as a research manager in a pharmaceutical company. On her
way to work one morning, she locks eyes with a handsome man dressed in black, and cannot get him out of
her mind. Later that day, she finds him waiting for her and she plunges into an affair of such intensity that
she leaves Jake, neglects her friends and her health and even puts herself in great danger. "Sex had never
been like this. There had been indifferent sex, embarrassing sex, nasty sex, good sex, great sex. This was
more like obliterating sex." Alice's new lover, Adam Tallis, is a mountain climber and a hero. Guiding an ill-
fated expedition to the top of a Himalayan mountain, he risked his life to save over half the climbers
(although five people died). He seems perfect, but he reveals little about himself; he never laughs; and
sometimes he inflicts physical pain on Alice during sex. Despite the shocking revelations of a woman who
claims to be his former lover, Alice marries Adam. Soon she cannot ignore other frightening signals:
mysteriously threatening notes and incessant phone calls from someone who never speaks. After she meets
several more women from Adam's past, she pieces together his secrets, and sees his overwhelming love for
her in a more sinister light. With lucid and limber prose, French delves into Alice's thoughts as skillfully as
she describes the London setting. The pacing is swift and the dialogue sharp and realistic. The story's
thematic device is a cleverly imagined redoubling: the physical and psychic risks of mountain climbing
parallel Alice's journey towards a perilous sexual summit. "It had begun in rapture and finished in terror,"
reads a line near the end of the narrative. Every decade or so a psychological thriller appears that graphically
recounts an intelligent woman's willing sexual subjugation; this gripping novel joins that group. Literary
Guild, Doubleday Book Club and Mystery Guild featured alternates; film rights to Montecito Picture
Company.
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Alice abandons everything, including her devoted boyfriend, when she spots mountain climber Adam Tallis.
But then hints of his dangerous past start to surface. French is a British journalist whose last book was a best
seller in her homeland. The publisher will issue all her novels here, and movie rights for this one have
already been sold.
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Alice Loudon, a nice British girl, has an ordinary but happy life: by day, she works as a research scientist; at
night, she goes home to considerate boyfriend Jake. Alice is content with her friends, lover, and lot in life--
until she locks eyes with a handsome stranger while walking to work. When she leaves the office, he is there,
and she willingly goes back to his flat, where they make love before even exchanging names. Alice's
relationship with Adam soon becomes a two-way obsession, and she leaves Jake to marry the mysterious
mountaineer. As Alice begins to find out about Adam's murky past, she becomes determined to discover who
she really married. On the surface, Alice's actions might seem far-fetched, but credit French's compelling
prose for making them seem not only understandable but necessary. Obsession is a common theme in
thrillers, but French injects it with new life in this roller-coaster ride of a story. Jenny McLarin
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alan Fan:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider any time
those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Killing Me Softly as your daily resource information.

Marc Starr:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled Killing Me Softly your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that
maybe mysterious for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a
reserve then become one contact form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get ahead of.
The Killing Me Softly giving you an additional experience more than blown away your brain but also giving
you useful facts for your better life with this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern the
following is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a.
Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Joan Freeman:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't work here
is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside appear likes.
Maybe you answer might be Killing Me Softly why because the wonderful cover that make you consider
regarding the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside as
well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Sylvia Ferland:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time not much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. On the list
of books in the top record in your reading list is usually Killing Me Softly. This book which is qualified as
The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking right up and review this
book you can get many advantages.
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