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There are many cultural myths about serial killers, often propagated even by
mental health professionals. Many assume there is a profile of a serial killer, that
serial killers always go for the same victim type or always use the same MO, that
they are more clever than ordinary people, and that they are inevitably charming
and attractive. The truth is not as simple as that. There are different types of
serial killers and while there are many books that discuss the serial killer
phenomenon especially in relationship to victim types or context, researchers
have not yet been able to come up with a definition, or type, that covers the broad
spectrum of serial killers and their complex psychological dynamics. Ramsland
looks at serial killer types, illustrating that it is difficult to accurately depict these
elusive, intriguing, and dangerous killers.

This book examines a variety of serial killers, from sexual predators to psychotic
killers, from murder teams to odd eccentric stalkers, in order to present the
distinct psychological dynamics that set serial killers apart from other violent
murderers. Among the motives addressed are lust, control, glory, profit, thrill,
delusions, rage, the desire for company, the need to please a partner, and even
murder as an intellectual exercise. Serial killers live double lives, hiding their
violence even from those who live with them, so along with a study of motives
are chapters devoted to how close associates have described killers, including
parents, siblings, co-workers, lovers, and survivors. There is no profile of a serial
killer, and this book establishes that in vivid and frightening detail.
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There are many cultural myths about serial killers, often propagated even by mental health professionals.
Many assume there is a profile of a serial killer, that serial killers always go for the same victim type or
always use the same MO, that they are more clever than ordinary people, and that they are inevitably
charming and attractive. The truth is not as simple as that. There are different types of serial killers and while
there are many books that discuss the serial killer phenomenon especially in relationship to victim types or
context, researchers have not yet been able to come up with a definition, or type, that covers the broad
spectrum of serial killers and their complex psychological dynamics. Ramsland looks at serial killer types,
illustrating that it is difficult to accurately depict these elusive, intriguing, and dangerous killers.

This book examines a variety of serial killers, from sexual predators to psychotic killers, from murder teams
to odd eccentric stalkers, in order to present the distinct psychological dynamics that set serial killers apart
from other violent murderers. Among the motives addressed are lust, control, glory, profit, thrill, delusions,
rage, the desire for company, the need to please a partner, and even murder as an intellectual exercise. Serial
killers live double lives, hiding their violence even from those who live with them, so along with a study of
motives are chapters devoted to how close associates have described killers, including parents, siblings, co-
workers, lovers, and survivors. There is no profile of a serial killer, and this book establishes that in vivid and
frightening detail.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Noting that generalizations often fail and debunking the idea that serial killers have a distinct profile,
Ramsland details the wide variety of motives behind serial murder. She notes that the study's purpose is not
to categorize them, but explore their motives, such as lust, omnipotence, glory, delusions, rage, profit, or no
purpose at all. She also provides a history of the topic in the first chapter." — Reference & Research Book
News

"Inside the Minds of Serial Killers is successful in dispelling some myths about serial killers and outlines the
tremendous variations in motives and methods among such criminals….[t]his book is likely to be interesting
to the general public." — PsycCRITIQUES

"In the area of psychological research on serial killers, Dr. Katherine Ramsland has distinguished herself as a
unique thinker with a fascinating approach to case analysis. Anyone who takes this subject seriously should
read this book." — Robert K. Ressler, former FBI Profiler, author of Whoever Fights Monsters and I
Have Lived in the Monster

About the Author

Katherine Ramsland has a masters degree in forensic psychology from John Jay College of Criminal
Justice, a masters degree in clinical psychology, and a PhD in philosophy. She has published twenty-seven
books, including Inside the Minds of Mass Murderers, The Science of Cold Case Files, The Criminal Mind:
A Writers Guide to Forensic Psychology, The Forensic Science of CSI, and The CSI Effect. With former
FBI profiler Gregg McCrary she coauthored The Unknown Darkness: Profiling the Predators among Us, and
with law professor James E. Starrs, A Voice for the Dead. In addition, Ramsland has published over three
hundred articles on serial killers, criminology, and criminal investigation and was a research assistant to
former FBI profiler John Douglas for The Cases that Haunt Us. She writes forensic articles for Court TVs
Crime Library and teaches forensic psychology as an assistant professor at DeSales University in
Pennsylvania.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Leroy Mallett:

The book Inside the Minds of Serial Killers: Why They Kill can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like a book Inside
the Minds of Serial Killers: Why They Kill? Several of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one
aim that book can give many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer along with your
book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you can give for each other; it is possible to share all of
these. Book Inside the Minds of Serial Killers: Why They Kill has simple shape however, you know: it has
great and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by available and read a guide. So it is very
wonderful.



James Jernigan:

Exactly why? Because this Inside the Minds of Serial Killers: Why They Kill is an unordinary book that the
inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will shock you with the secret the idea inside.
Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such remarkable way makes
the content interior easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This excellent book
will give you a lot of advantages than the other book get such as help improving your ability and your critical
thinking technique. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.

Ruth Davis:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that question
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And also you
know that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update in relation to something by book. Amount
types of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually Inside the Minds of Serial
Killers: Why They Kill.

Dolores Albert:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update of news.
Within this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just trying to
find the Inside the Minds of Serial Killers: Why They Kill when you required it?
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