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In addition to being one of the most acclaimed and accomplished fiction writers
in the world, Nobel Prize winner J. M. Coetzee is also a literary critic of the
highest caliber. In this collection of twenty essays, Coetzee examines the work of
some of the twentieth-century’s greatest writers—from Samuel Beckett and
Günter Grass to Gabriel García Márquez and Philip Roth. Brilliantly insightful,
challenging yet accessible, these pieces demonstrate Coetzee’s sharp eye and
unwavering critical acumen. Written with great clarity and precision, they offer a
window into twenty immortal texts that will be of major interest to all readers of
international literature, as well as to Coetzee’s many fans.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
In his second volume of literary essays, following Stranger Shores (2001), Nobel laureate Coetzee conducts
deep readings primarily of major twentieth-century European and American writers. Cosmopolitan in range
and erudite in texture, Coetzee's biocritical explications delve into the art, times, and humanity of, among
others, Italo Svevo, Robert Musil, Paul Celan, Gunter Grass, Graham Greene, and W. G. Sebald. As a South
African expat, Coetzee is attuned to literature under pressure as writers write in lands other than home,
contending with language gaps and facing a world in violent upheaval. In his American essays, Coetzee
brings an unusual perspective to Walt Whitman's eroticism, Faulkner's vision of the South, Philip Roth's Plot
against America, and Arthur Miller's screenplay for The Misfits. In each case, Coetzee tells a story as much
as he interprets the work, riding in the slipstream of his subject's life and writings as he parses matters
personal, technical, aesthetic, moral, and political with both subtlety and vigor. Coetzee's profound
fascination with the clarity and mystery of literature reaffirms its significance. Seaman, Donna

Review
"Coetzee the critic is every bit as good as Coetzee the novelist."-"Irish Times"
"Coetzee writes well about the technicalities of literature: like an engineer he dismantles the texts and
suggests ways in which they might run more efficiently."-"Scotland on Sunday"

a Inner Workings is Coetzeeas master class, and he honors us, too, by letting us sit in on it.a
aWalter Kirn, "The New York Times Book Review"
a Coetzee describes his subjects using a variety of approaches, in a highly readable style.a
a"Los Angeles Times"
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About the Author
Born in Cape Town, South Africa, on February 9, 1940, John Michael Coetzee studied first at Cape Town
and later at the University of Texas at Austin, where he earned a Ph.D. degree in literature. In 1972 he
returned to South Africa and joined the faculty of the University of Cape Town. His works of fiction include
Dusklands, Waiting for the Barbarians, which won South Africa’s highest literary honor, the Central
News Agency Literary Award, and the Life and Times of Michael K., for which Coetzee was awarded his
first Booker Prize in 1983. He has also published a memoir, Boyhood: Scenes From a Provincial Life, and
several essays collections. He has won many other literary prizes including the Lannan Award for Fiction,
the Jerusalem Prize and The Irish Times International Fiction Prize. In 1999 he again won Britain’s
prestigious Booker Prize for Disgrace, becoming the first author to win the award twice in its 31-year
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history. In 2003, Coetzee was awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Sandifer:

With other case, little individuals like to read book Inner Workings: Literary Essays 2000-2005. You can
choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Providing we know about how is important any book
Inner Workings: Literary Essays 2000-2005. You can add understanding and of course you can around the
world with a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can understand everything! From your country
until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you are able to
know that. In this era, we can open a book or maybe searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You
may use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's examine.

Ralph Humphries:

Here thing why this Inner Workings: Literary Essays 2000-2005 are different and reliable to be yours. First
of all reading through a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of it which is the content is as
tasty as food or not. Inner Workings: Literary Essays 2000-2005 giving you information deeper including
different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no e-book that similar with Inner Workings:
Literary Essays 2000-2005. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your own personal eyes about
the thing in which happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is possible to
bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your means home by train. For anyone who is having
difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Inner Workings: Literary Essays 2000-2005 in
e-book can be your choice.

Jerry Montgomery:

Do you considered one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This Inner Workings: Literary Essays 2000-2005 book is readable through you
who hate the straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience
without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer of Inner Workings:
Literary Essays 2000-2005 content conveys the thought easily to understand by lots of people. The printed
and e-book are not different in the information but it just different as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking
Inner Workings: Literary Essays 2000-2005 is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Duncan Houghton:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get wide
range of stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of
activity do you have when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will certainly
unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your



spare time, the book you have read is usually Inner Workings: Literary Essays 2000-2005.
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