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What is the point of graphic design? Is it advertising or is it art? What purpose
does it serve in our society and culture? Malcolm Barnard explores how meaning
and identity are at the core of every graphic design project and argues that the
role and function of graphic design is, and always has been, communication.
Drawing on a range of theoretical approaches including those of Derrida,
Saussure, Foucault, and Barthes, and taking examples from advertising,
magazines, illustration, website design, comics, greetings cards and packaging,
Graphic Design as Communication looks at how graphic design contributes to
the formation of social and cultural identities. Malcolm Barnard discusses the
ways in which racial/ethnic groups, age groups and gender groups are
represented in graphic design, as well as how images and texts communicate with
different cultural groups. He also explores how graphic design relates to both
European and American modernism, and its relevance to postmodernism and
globalisation in the twenty-first century and asks why, when graphic design is
such an integral part of our society and culture, it is not acknowledged and
understood in the same way that art is.
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What is the point of graphic design? Is it advertising or is it art? What purpose does it serve in our society
and culture? Malcolm Barnard explores how meaning and identity are at the core of every graphic design
project and argues that the role and function of graphic design is, and always has been, communication.
Drawing on a range of theoretical approaches including those of Derrida, Saussure, Foucault, and Barthes,
and taking examples from advertising, magazines, illustration, website design, comics, greetings cards and
packaging, Graphic Design as Communication looks at how graphic design contributes to the formation of
social and cultural identities. Malcolm Barnard discusses the ways in which racial/ethnic groups, age groups
and gender groups are represented in graphic design, as well as how images and texts communicate with
different cultural groups. He also explores how graphic design relates to both European and American
modernism, and its relevance to postmodernism and globalisation in the twenty-first century and asks why,
when graphic design is such an integral part of our society and culture, it is not acknowledged and
understood in the same way that art is.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Malcolm Barnard is senior lecturer in the history and theory of art and design at the University of Derby. His
previous publications include Fashion as Communication (Second Edition 2002), Art, Design and Visual
Culture (1998) and Approaches to Understanding Visual Culture (2001).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eric Graves:

The book Graphic Design as Communication will bring one to the new experience of reading a book. The
author style to spell out the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book you just read, this book very
suitable to you. The book Graphic Design as Communication is much recommended to you to read. You can
also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Lucille Roller:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Graphic Design as Communication, you
are able to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is
it? Oh can happen its mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its identified as reading
friends.

Tom Rivera:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-book
way, more simple and reachable. That Graphic Design as Communication can give you a lot of buddies
because by you taking a look at this one book you have thing that they don't and make you actually more like
an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer
you information that might be your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than different make you to be
great persons. So , why hesitate? Let us have Graphic Design as Communication.

Antoinette Lefebre:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media



social just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
looking for the Graphic Design as Communication when you required it?
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