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The critical tradition in accounting historiography has come to occupy a
prominent place in the discipline’s academic scholarship. Some critical literature
has confronted the responsibility of accounting and accountants in precipitating
contemporary crises, such as the audit failures that spawned Sarbanes-Oxley and
the world-wide recession. Certain contemporary issues have long histories, such
as the difficulties encountered by women to break the glass ceiling in public
accounting, and the suffering of indigenous peoples under the imperialistic yoke.
Other episodes in accounting’s long history are seemingly more divorced from
the present, but in reality they all have contemporary significance. Slavery in the
New World, for example, although abolished more than a century ago, is still
rampant in parts of the world, albeit less formally. Critical accounting historians
feel it a duty to harken to the "suppressed voices" of the past, those groups of
people who had no access to an accounting record – women, persons of color,
indigenous populations, alienated proletarians, victims of governmental
incompetence and graft, and many voiceless others.

Critical Histories of Accounting: Sinister Inscriptions in the Modern Era draws
on the foremost work in this developing literature, both that authored by the co-
editors of this volume, and that written by others. Editors Richard K. Fleischman,
Warwick N. Funnell, and Steve Walker have written extensively about "the dark
side of accounting," gauging the complicity of those performing accounting
functions in episodes in human history that are at worst evil and at best
reprehensible. The editors have also hand-selected a series of historical and
contemporary episodes that have been critically investigated by the wider
accounting history community, preceded by a thorough introduction.
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The critical tradition in accounting historiography has come to occupy a prominent place in the discipline’s
academic scholarship. Some critical literature has confronted the responsibility of accounting and
accountants in precipitating contemporary crises, such as the audit failures that spawned Sarbanes-Oxley and
the world-wide recession. Certain contemporary issues have long histories, such as the difficulties
encountered by women to break the glass ceiling in public accounting, and the suffering of indigenous
peoples under the imperialistic yoke. Other episodes in accounting’s long history are seemingly more
divorced from the present, but in reality they all have contemporary significance. Slavery in the New World,
for example, although abolished more than a century ago, is still rampant in parts of the world, albeit less
formally. Critical accounting historians feel it a duty to harken to the "suppressed voices" of the past, those
groups of people who had no access to an accounting record – women, persons of color, indigenous
populations, alienated proletarians, victims of governmental incompetence and graft, and many voiceless
others.

Critical Histories of Accounting: Sinister Inscriptions in the Modern Era draws on the foremost work in this
developing literature, both that authored by the co-editors of this volume, and that written by others. Editors
Richard K. Fleischman, Warwick N. Funnell, and Steve Walker have written extensively about "the dark
side of accounting," gauging the complicity of those performing accounting functions in episodes in human
history that are at worst evil and at best reprehensible. The editors have also hand-selected a series of
historical and contemporary episodes that have been critically investigated by the wider accounting history
community, preceded by a thorough introduction.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Richard Fleischman is Professor Emeritus from John Carroll University. He has published extensively on
Industrial Revolution accounting, slave plantation accounting, and US cost accounting. He has served three
terms as editor of the Accounting Historians Journal. He has been honored as Ohio’s Outstanding
Accounting Educator and the Hourglass Award from the Academy of Accounting Historians.

Warwick N. Funnell is nationally and internationally recognised for his public sector research, in particular
the impact of the new public management reforms on public sector audit and accountability and the history
of public sector accountability. His most recent book, In Government We Trust: Market Failure and the
Delusions of Privatisation (2009)¸ was published in Britain and Australia.

Steve Walker is Professor of Accounting, Cardiff Business School. He is editor of Accounting History
Review, a former editor of Accounting Historians Journal, a past-President of the Academy of Accounting
Historians and a recipient of the Academy’s Hourglass Award. His most recent book (edited with J.R.
Edwards) was The Routledge Companion to Accounting History.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Caldwell:

This Critical Histories of Accounting: Sinister Inscriptions in the Modern Era (Routledge New Works in
Accounting History) are reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The reason of this
Critical Histories of Accounting: Sinister Inscriptions in the Modern Era (Routledge New Works in
Accounting History) can be among the great books you must have is usually giving you more than just
simple reading through food but feed you actually with information that probably will shock your preceding
knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions
throughout the e-book and printed people. Beside that this Critical Histories of Accounting: Sinister
Inscriptions in the Modern Era (Routledge New Works in Accounting History) giving you an enormous of
experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we know it useful in
your day action. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Ricardo Boddie:

Often the book Critical Histories of Accounting: Sinister Inscriptions in the Modern Era (Routledge New
Works in Accounting History) will bring someone to the new experience of reading a new book. The author
style to describe the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to see, this book very ideal to you.
The book Critical Histories of Accounting: Sinister Inscriptions in the Modern Era (Routledge New Works in
Accounting History) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book in the official web



site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Clarence Lowery:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking Critical Histories of
Accounting: Sinister Inscriptions in the Modern Era (Routledge New Works in Accounting History) that give
your pleasure preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world
can be said as the opportunity for people to know world a great deal better then how they react towards the
world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man but for all of you who
wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start examining as your good habit, it is
possible to pick Critical Histories of Accounting: Sinister Inscriptions in the Modern Era (Routledge New
Works in Accounting History) become your starter.

Arthur Seaton:

Beside this Critical Histories of Accounting: Sinister Inscriptions in the Modern Era (Routledge New Works
in Accounting History) in your phone, it may give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or
details. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh through the oven so don't end up
being worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Critical
Histories of Accounting: Sinister Inscriptions in the Modern Era (Routledge New Works in Accounting
History) because this book offers to you readable information. Do you often have book but you seldom get
what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this within your hand. The
Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still
want to miss that? Find this book and read it from at this point!
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