
We All Lost the Cold War (Princeton Studies
in International History and Politics)

By Richard Ned Lebow, Janice Gross Stein

We All Lost the Cold War (Princeton Studies in International History and
Politics) By Richard Ned Lebow, Janice Gross Stein

Drawing on recently declassified documents and extensive interviews with
Soviet and American policy-makers, among them several important figures
speaking for public record for the first time, Ned Lebow and Janice Stein cast
new light on the effect of nuclear threats in two of the tensest moments of the
Cold War: the Cuban Missile Crisis of 1962 and the confrontations arising out of
the Arab-Israeli war of 1973. They conclude that the strategy of deterrence
prolonged rather than ended the conflict between the superpowers.
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Drawing on recently declassified documents and extensive interviews with Soviet and American policy-
makers, among them several important figures speaking for public record for the first time, Ned Lebow and
Janice Stein cast new light on the effect of nuclear threats in two of the tensest moments of the Cold War: the
Cuban Missile Crisis of 1962 and the confrontations arising out of the Arab-Israeli war of 1973. They
conclude that the strategy of deterrence prolonged rather than ended the conflict between the superpowers.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
In their study of the 1962 Cuban missile crisis and the 1973 confrontation between the U.S. and the U.S.S.R.
during the Arab-Israeli war, the authors refute the popular notion that the U.S. policy of nuclear deterrence
prevented war between the superpowers in both crises and convinced the Soviet leadership that this country
would not tolerate aggression. Lebow and Stein reconstruct the calculations of the leaders on both sides to
show that the U.S.'s threat-based deterrence strategy was more provocative than restraining in 1962, that it
was irrelevant in '73 and that Washington's faith in the efficacy of showdown diplomacy actually prolonged
the Cold War. In this significant addition to the literature of international crisis management, the authors
urge greater appreciation of the risks of threat-based strategies and greater attention to the mutual
clarification of interests. They suggest that these lessons be applied to the prevention, management and
resolution of conflict in the post-Cold War era. Lebow is a professor of political science at the University of
Pittsburgh; Stein is a professor of political science at the University of Toronto.
Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Kirkus Reviews
In a well-articulated, arresting argument, Lebow (Political Science/Pittsburgh) and Stein (Political
Science/Toronto) assert that the conventional wisdom that the West won the cold war is mistaken, and that
military spending and geopolitical rivalry have exhausted the US and the countries of the former USSR, with
implications that continue to haunt us today. Lebow and Stein make their case by examining two crises of the
cold war: the 1962 Cuban missile crisis and 1973 the Arab-Israeli War. In both cases, the authors
persuasively argue, the crisis was caused by politicians playing the game of ``deterrence.'' In Cuba, the
American threat to use nuclear weapons was an escalation of the crisis; once the superpowers confronted
each other, they needed to compromise in order to resolve the impasse (the problem was resolved when both
governments agreed to remove missiles). In 1973, the US tried to prevent the Soviet Union from intervening
in the Arab-Israeli War by alerting its strategic and conventional forces worldwide. Here, the crisis was
resolved when the Soviet Union declined to respond to the alert. The authors argue, based on newly available
evidence, that far from deterring the Soviet Union, the US worldwide alert actually might have escalated the
crisis; the Soviet Union never had any intention of actually intervening, and a large group in the Kremlin
argued that the it should respond by alerting its own forces. After examining how compromise and
moderation resolved crises caused by deterrence theorists, Lebow and Stein contend that the nuclear arms
race, far from preventing WW III, actually exacerbated superpower tensions and review evidence that
Reagan's expansion of defense spending after 1981 delayed rather than accelerated the process of reform in
the Soviet Union, which occurred for reasons largely unrelated to the superpower rivalry, and wasted
resources urgently needed for domestic purposes. The authors conclude that deterrence prolonged rather than
ended the cold war. An intelligent and provocative examination of the legacy of the cold war. -- Copyright
©1993, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

Review

One of Choice's Outstanding Academic Titles for 1994

"The orthodoxy . . . is that deterrence worked and the arms race defeated the Soviet Union. Hitherto there has
been little dissent from those positions, apart from those 'revisionist' historians who merely turned the whole



orthodoxy on its head. . . . Richard Ned Lebow and Janice Gross Stein are not revisionists in that sense. They
are far too sensible for emotional nonsense of that kind. Yet their work is quite as unorthodox, probably as
shocking to the closed corporation of Cold War 'scholars' but much more surprising than that of the
Chomskyans."--Godfrey Hodgson, The Independent (London)

 "They've got it just right. It is a dangerous conclusion that the West won the Cold War. The
argument that one side won the Cold War is mistaken. We all lost the Cold War, particularly the USA
and the USSR. We all won by ending it."--Mikhail Sergeevich Gorbachev

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Virgina Scheffer:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Alongside
that you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide We All Lost the Cold War (Princeton Studies in
International History and Politics) will make you to always be smarter. You can feel much more confidence
if you can know about every thing. But some of you think in which open or reading some sort of book make
you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you looking for
best book or suitable book with you?

Eric Freeman:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or their
friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, as well as playing
video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look different you can read a
new book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the whole
day to reading a publication. The book We All Lost the Cold War (Princeton Studies in International History
and Politics) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These folks were
enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the
particular e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to fund but
this book offers high quality.

Travis McDonald:

You can find this We All Lost the Cold War (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) by visit
the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties
for the knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only simply by written or printed but in addition
can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking from your mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about
your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to
choose correct ways for you.



Tanya Caggiano:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This specific book We All Lost the Cold War (Princeton Studies in
International History and Politics) was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know
that book We All Lost the Cold War (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) has many kinds
or genre. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read
and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored,
any it makes you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like
reading in which.
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