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A source of enduring fascination, the Vikings are the most famous raiders of
medieval Europe. Despite the exciting and compelling descriptions in the
Icelandic sagas and other contemporary accounts that have fueled this interest,
we know comparatively little about Viking age arms and armor as compared to
weapons from other historical periods. We know even less about how the
weapons were used. While the sagas provide few specific combat details, the
stories are invaluable. They were written by authors familiar with the use of
weapons for an audience that, likewise, knew how to use them. Critically, the
sagas describe how these weapons were wielded not by kings or gods, but by
ordinary men, as part of their everyday lives. Viking Weapons and Combat
Techniques provides an introduction to the arms and armor of the people who
lived in Northern Europe during the Viking age, roughly the years 793–1066.
Using a variety of available sources, including medieval martial arts treatises,
and copiously illustrated with images of historical artifacts, battle sites, and
demonstrations of modern replicas of Viking weapons, the author and his
colleagues at Hurstwic (a Viking-age living history organization) and at the
Higgins Armory Sword Guild have reconstructed the combat techniques of the
Viking age and what is known about the defensive and offensive weapons of the
time in general. Throughout, the author corrects some popular misconceptions
about Viking warriors and warfare, such as the belief that their combat
techniques were crude and blunt rather than sophisticated. In addition, the book
provides an overview of Viking history and culture, focusing on the importance
of weapons to the society as well as the Vikings’ lasting impact on Europe
through their expeditions of trade and exploration.
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A source of enduring fascination, the Vikings are the most famous raiders of medieval Europe. Despite the
exciting and compelling descriptions in the Icelandic sagas and other contemporary accounts that have fueled
this interest, we know comparatively little about Viking age arms and armor as compared to weapons from
other historical periods. We know even less about how the weapons were used. While the sagas provide few
specific combat details, the stories are invaluable. They were written by authors familiar with the use of
weapons for an audience that, likewise, knew how to use them. Critically, the sagas describe how these
weapons were wielded not by kings or gods, but by ordinary men, as part of their everyday lives. Viking
Weapons and Combat Techniques provides an introduction to the arms and armor of the people who lived in
Northern Europe during the Viking age, roughly the years 793–1066. Using a variety of available sources,
including medieval martial arts treatises, and copiously illustrated with images of historical artifacts, battle
sites, and demonstrations of modern replicas of Viking weapons, the author and his colleagues at Hurstwic (a
Viking-age living history organization) and at the Higgins Armory Sword Guild have reconstructed the
combat techniques of the Viking age and what is known about the defensive and offensive weapons of the
time in general. Throughout, the author corrects some popular misconceptions about Viking warriors and
warfare, such as the belief that their combat techniques were crude and blunt rather than sophisticated. In
addition, the book provides an overview of Viking history and culture, focusing on the importance of
weapons to the society as well as the Vikings’ lasting impact on Europe through their expeditions of trade
and exploration.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

WILLIAM R. SHORT is the manager of Hurstwic, LLC, an organization that researches, practices, and
teaches the fighting moves used by Viking-age warriors. An independent scholar who received his doctoral
degree from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, he regularly lectures and teaches at universities,
schools, and museums in North America and in Iceland.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joyce Coolidge:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They
may be reading whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person
who don't like studying a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will require this Viking Weapons and Combat Techniques.

Anthony Rodriguez:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
Yep, by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than other is high. For
you who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of Viking Weapons and Combat Techniques
book as beginner and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Roger Cooper:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Viking Weapons and Combat
Techniques, you could enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang
type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its identified as reading
friends.



Rose Heck:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book Viking Weapons and Combat
Techniques to make your reading is interesting. Your skill of reading proficiency is developing when you
just like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the feeling about book
and reading especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to available a book and examine it. Beside
that the publication Viking Weapons and Combat Techniques can to be your brand new friend when you're
sense alone and confuse in what must you're doing of that time.
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