
The Art of Describing: Dutch Art in the
Seventeenth Century

By Svetlana Alpers

The Art of Describing: Dutch Art in the Seventeenth Century By Svetlana
Alpers

"The art historian after Erwin Panofsky and Ernst Gombrich is not only
participating in an activity of great intellectual excitement; he is raising and
exploring issues which lie very much at the centre of psychology, of the sciences
and of history itself. Svetlana Alpers's study of 17th-century Dutch painting is a
splendid example of this excitement and of the centrality of art history among
current disciples. Professor Alpers puts forward a vividly argued thesis. There is,
she says, a truly fundamental dichotomy between the art of the Italian
Renaissance and that of the Dutch masters. . . . Italian art is the primary
expression of a 'textual culture,' this is to say of a culture which seeks
emblematic, allegorical or philosophical meanings in a serious painting. Alberti,
Vasari and the many other theoreticians of the Italian Renaissance teach us to
'read' a painting, and to read it in depth so as to elicit and construe its several
levels of signification. The world of Dutch art, by the contrast, arises from and
enacts a truly 'visual culture.' It serves and energises a system of values in which
meaning is not 'read' but 'seen,' in which new knowledge is visually
recorded."—George Steiner, Sunday Times

"There is no doubt that thanks to Alpers's highly original book the study of the
Dutch masters of the seventeenth century will be thoroughly reformed and
rejuvenated. . . . She herself has the verve, the knowledge, and the sensitivity to
make us see familiar sights in a new light."—E. H. Gombrich, New York Review
of Books
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eileen Smith:

The e-book with title The Art of Describing: Dutch Art in the Seventeenth Century contains a lot of
information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This particular book
exist new knowledge the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world at this
point. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you with
new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read it
anywhere you want.

Lonnie Fazio:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV,
or playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
the book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day every day
to reading a guide. The book The Art of Describing: Dutch Art in the Seventeenth Century it doesn't matter
what good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These people were enjoying
reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy often the e-
book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book
possesses high quality.

Daniel Scholz:

The reason why? Because this The Art of Describing: Dutch Art in the Seventeenth Century is an unordinary
book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress you with the secret the
idea inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who write the book in such remarkable way
makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning thoroughly.
So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This phenomenal
book will give you a lot of gains than the other book possess such as help improving your talent and your
critical thinking approach. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were you I will go to the book
store hurriedly.

Elijah McWhorter:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern



was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also
you know that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book.
Different categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is The Art of Describing:
Dutch Art in the Seventeenth Century.
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