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It begins in the realm of the Real, where matter still matters.
It begins with a murder.And it will not end until the Culture has gone to war with
death itself.

Lededje Y'breq is one of the Intagliated, her marked body bearing witness to a
family shame, her life belonging to a man whose lust for power is without limit.
Prepared to risk everything for her freedom, her release, when it comes, is at a
price, and to put things right she will need the help of the Culture.

Benevolent, enlightened and almost infinitely resourceful thought it may be, the
Culture can only do so much for any individual. With the assistance of one of its
most powerful - and arguably deranged - warships, Lededje finds herself heading
into a combat zone not even sure which side the Culture is really on. A war -
brutal, far-reaching - is already raging within the digital realms that store the
souls of the dead, and it's about to erupt into reality.

It started in the realm of the Real and that is where it will end. It will touch
countless lives and affect entire civilizations, but at the center of it all is a young
woman whose need for revenge masks another motive altogether.

SURFACE DETAIL is Iain M. Banks' new Culture novel, a breathtaking
achievement from a writer whose body of work is without parallel in the modern
history of science fiction.
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It begins in the realm of the Real, where matter still matters.
It begins with a murder.And it will not end until the Culture has gone to war with death itself.

Lededje Y'breq is one of the Intagliated, her marked body bearing witness to a family shame, her life
belonging to a man whose lust for power is without limit. Prepared to risk everything for her freedom, her
release, when it comes, is at a price, and to put things right she will need the help of the Culture.

Benevolent, enlightened and almost infinitely resourceful thought it may be, the Culture can only do so much
for any individual. With the assistance of one of its most powerful - and arguably deranged - warships,
Lededje finds herself heading into a combat zone not even sure which side the Culture is really on. A war -
brutal, far-reaching - is already raging within the digital realms that store the souls of the dead, and it's about
to erupt into reality.

It started in the realm of the Real and that is where it will end. It will touch countless lives and affect entire
civilizations, but at the center of it all is a young woman whose need for revenge masks another motive
altogether.

SURFACE DETAIL is Iain M. Banks' new Culture novel, a breathtaking achievement from a writer whose
body of work is without parallel in the modern history of science fiction.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Banks's labyrinthine and devious ninth Culture space opera novel (after 2008's Matter) adeptly shifts
perspective between vast concepts and individual passions. The blissfully disorganized, galaxy-spanning
Culture has fabulous technology that gives human and alien entities freedom to choose who and what they
want to be. When sex slave Lededje Y'breq is murdered by a politician on the planet Sichult, the artificial
intelligence running one of the Culture's immense starships resurrects her so she can seek revenge.
Meanwhile, the Culture is uneasily watching the conflict over whether to preserve virtual Hells for the souls
of "sinners" or give them the release of death. Leaping with jaw-dropping speed from character to character
and from reality to virtuality, the narrative swiftly pulls these concerns together. New readers may be taken
aback by the rapid pace, but fans will dive right in and won't come up for air until the final page. (Nov.) (c)
Copyright © PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.

From Bookmarks Magazine
Iain M. Banks’s Culture novels, one suspects, won’t be fully appreciated by any but avid SF readers for quite
some time, even if the author routinely reaches beyond classification. His world building is never less than
spectacular. The AI components of his stories prompt comparisons to Philip K. Dick; his rich backdrops
certainly influenced those of Alastair Reynolds and China Mieville. Yet what separates Banks from the ranks
of other SF writers is the human component that thrives postsingularity—after technology has made its
creators obsolete. Banks’s trademark—big ideas and equally compelling individual stories mingling
seamlessly—is on full display here.

From Booklist
Beginning with Consider Phlebas (1987), Banks’ Culture novels have showcased his prodigious talent for
world building, featuring extravagant vistas of superadvanced technological civilizations and their virtual-
reality playgrounds. In the ninth outsize installment, Banks juggles multiple plot threads on a sweeping
canvas, embracing Culture-based artificial worlds known as orbitals, supremely powerful artificial
intelligences, and virtual heavens and hells. One story line follows the murder and AI-facilitated resurrection
of tattooed sex slave Lededje Y’breq, who is willingly conscripted in a plan to exact revenge on her
politician killer and shift the balance of power between embattled Culture factions. Another follows the
efforts of two quadruped creatures called Pavuleans to pry their way out of a secret virtual hell and back into
the Real, where wealthy moguls are gearing up for war among the digital realms. While each Culture novel
can be read alone, newcomers are advised to breathe deeply before diving in, as Banks never lets up in a
dizzying array of characters, mind-bending ideas, and dazzling action. --Carl Hays

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Arturo Hasan:

With other case, little individuals like to read book Surface Detail (Culture). You can choose the best book if
you like reading a book. Providing we know about how is important some sort of book Surface Detail
(Culture). You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right,
mainly because from book you can recognize everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad
you can be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we are able to
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open a book or perhaps searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel
weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

Antoine Dejean:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This Surface Detail (Culture) is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in
this era.

Donald Freeman:

This Surface Detail (Culture) is brand-new way for you who has fascination to look for some information
given it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know
otherwise you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Surface Detail (Culture) can be the
light food for you personally because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by simply
anyone. These books develop itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book
contact form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel tired even dizzy this guide is the answer.
So you cannot find any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be
here for you actually. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and also
knowledge.

Peter Singleton:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the book Surface Detail (Culture) to make your
own reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you similar to
reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the feeling about book and
examining especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and examine it. Beside
that the reserve Surface Detail (Culture) can to be your brand-new friend when you're sense alone and
confuse in doing what must you're doing of their time.
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