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Between the fifteenth and the mid-seventeenth centuries, when the Renaissance
and early capitalism were transforming Europe, changes no less dramatic were
occurring in Southeast Asia. This diverse tropical region was integrated into a
global trade system, while trade-based cities came to dominate its affairs. Its
states became more centralized and absolutist, and its people adopted scriptural
faiths of personal morality. The pace of these changes finds parallels only in our
own era.

Anthony Reid has analyzed and vividly portrayed this Southeast Asian Age of
Commerce in two volumes. The first volume, published in 1988 to great acclaim,
explored the physical, material, cultural, and social structures of the region. The
concluding volume focuses on the profound changes that defined the Age of
Commerce as a period. The spice trade that animated the global boom of the
sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries made possible revolutionary changes in
urbanization, commercialization, state structure, and belief. Islam, Christianity,
and Theravada Buddhism made rapid gains in alliance with the new states. Reid
discerns common ground between these developments and the forces
transforming Europe and Japan but identifies particular limitations on the growth
of private capital and the stability of states in Southeast Asia. A final chapter
explores the crisis in the mid-seventeenth century that disengaged Southeast
Asians from the world economy for the next three centuries.
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Between the fifteenth and the mid-seventeenth centuries, when the Renaissance and early capitalism were
transforming Europe, changes no less dramatic were occurring in Southeast Asia. This diverse tropical
region was integrated into a global trade system, while trade-based cities came to dominate its affairs. Its
states became more centralized and absolutist, and its people adopted scriptural faiths of personal morality.
The pace of these changes finds parallels only in our own era.

Anthony Reid has analyzed and vividly portrayed this Southeast Asian Age of Commerce in two volumes.
The first volume, published in 1988 to great acclaim, explored the physical, material, cultural, and social
structures of the region. The concluding volume focuses on the profound changes that defined the Age of
Commerce as a period. The spice trade that animated the global boom of the sixteenth and early seventeenth
centuries made possible revolutionary changes in urbanization, commercialization, state structure, and belief.
Islam, Christianity, and Theravada Buddhism made rapid gains in alliance with the new states. Reid discerns
common ground between these developments and the forces transforming Europe and Japan but identifies
particular limitations on the growth of private capital and the stability of states in Southeast Asia. A final
chapter explores the crisis in the mid-seventeenth century that disengaged Southeast Asians from the world
economy for the next three centuries.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Anthony Reid is professor of Southeast Asian history, Research School of Pacific Studies, Australian
National University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ida Vanwormer:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all know that that
book is very important usually. The book Southeast Asia in the Age of Commerce, 1450-1680: Volume 2,
Expansion and Crisis had been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more
information. It is quite advantages for you. The book Southeast Asia in the Age of Commerce, 1450-1680:
Volume 2, Expansion and Crisis is not only giving you far more new information but also to get your friend
when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship
while using book Southeast Asia in the Age of Commerce, 1450-1680: Volume 2, Expansion and Crisis. You
never sense lose out for everything when you read some books.

Charlene Stidham:

The e-book untitled Southeast Asia in the Age of Commerce, 1450-1680: Volume 2, Expansion and Crisis is
the book that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be
shown to you actually. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The
writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, and so the information that they share to you
personally is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Southeast Asia in the Age of
Commerce, 1450-1680: Volume 2, Expansion and Crisis from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy
free time.

Rita Carter:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting Southeast Asia in the Age
of Commerce, 1450-1680: Volume 2, Expansion and Crisis that give your entertainment preference will be
satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for
people to know world considerably better then how they react to the world. It can't be stated constantly that
reading addiction only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to end up being success
person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as your good habit, you could pick Southeast Asia in the
Age of Commerce, 1450-1680: Volume 2, Expansion and Crisis become your starter.



Amy Zambrano:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler to share. You
can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you personally is Southeast Asia in the Age of Commerce, 1450-1680: Volume 2,
Expansion and Crisis this publication consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This
particular book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer value to
explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That's
why this book acceptable all of you.
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