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Ovid's Metamorphoses gains its ideal twenty-first-century herald in Stanley
Lombardo's bracing translation of a wellspring of Western art and literature that
is too often treated, even by poets, as a mere vehicle for the scores of myths it
recasts and transmits rather than as a unified work of art with epic-scale
ambitions of its own. Such misconceptions are unlikely to survive a reading of
Lombardo's rendering, which vividly mirrors the brutality, sadness, comedy,
irony, tenderness, and eeriness of Ovid's vast world as well as the poem’s
effortless pacing. Under Lombardo's spell, neither Argus nor anyone else need
fear nodding off.

The translation is accompanied by an exhilarating Introduction by W. R. Johnson
that unweaves and reweaves many of the poem’s most important themes while
showing how the poet achieves some of his most brilliant effects.

An analytical table of contents, a catalog of transformations, and a glossary are
also included.
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Editorial Review

Review

Stanley Lombardo successfully matches Ovid's human drama, imaginative brio, and irresistible momentum;
and Ralph Johnson’s superb Introduction to Ovid's 'narratological paradise' is a bonus to this new and
vigorous translation that should not be missed. Together, Introduction and text bring out the delightful
unpredictability of Ovid's 'history of the world' down to his times.--Elaine Fantham, Giger Professor of
Latin, Emerita, Princeton University

Lombardo's translation is the most readable I’ve seen. . . . Its language is modern, accessible, and
unpretentious. . . . I can imagine reading all the way through this version with students. I also admire the
catalog of transformations . . . and, as usual, an Introduction by Ralph Johnson is worth the price of the
book.--Margaret Musgrove, University of Central Oklahoma

A superb teaching text. The translation is readable, witty, and very accessible to today’s students. The
glossary is useful, and Johnson’s essay is a great introduction to Ovid.--John Makowski, Loyola University,
Chicago

About the Author

Stanley Lombardo is Professor of Classics, University of Kansas.

W. R. Johnson is Professor of Classics and Comparative Literature, Emeritus, University of Chicago.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Randy Johnson:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time
to take a wander, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed
Metamorphoses (Hackett Classics)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You understand beside you can
spend your time with the favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you
have different opinion?



Lois Araiza:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Metamorphoses (Hackett Classics)
publication written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that may be understand
by anyone who have read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and
producing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation Metamorphoses (Hackett Classics) as
good book not merely by the cover but also by content. This is one e-book that can break don't determine
book by its handle, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your
examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Colin Wegner:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much easier to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended for
you is Metamorphoses (Hackett Classics) this publication consist a lot of the information of the condition of
this world now. This kind of book was represented how does the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles
that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some analysis when he makes this
book. Here is why this book suited all of you.

Jennifer Smith:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This specific book Metamorphoses (Hackett Classics) was vibrant and
of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Metamorphoses (Hackett Classics) has many kinds or
genre. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and
believe you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it can
make you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that.
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