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Ask someone today where Western Civilization originated, and he or she might
say Greece or Rome. But what is the ultimate source of Western Civilization?
Bestselling author and professor Thomas E. Woods, Jr. provides the long
neglected answer: the Catholic Church. In the new paperback edition of his
critically-acclaimed book, How the Catholic Church Built Western Civilization,
Woods goes far beyond the familiar tale of monks copying manuscripts and
preserving the wisdom of classical antiquity. Gifts such as modern science, free-
market economics, art, music, and the idea of human rights come from the
Catholic Church, explains Woods. In How the Catholic Church Built Western
Civilization, you’ll learn:

Why modern science was born in the Catholic Church●

How Catholic priests developed the idea of free-market economics five●

hundred years before Adam Smith
How the Catholic Church invented the university●

Why what you know about the Galileo affair is wrong●

How Western law grew out of Church canon law●

How the Church humanized the West by insisting on the sacredness of all●

human life

No institution has done more to shape Western civilization than the two-
thousand-year-old Catholic Church—and in ways that many of us have forgotten
or never known. How the Catholic Church Built Western Civilization is essential
reading for recovering this lost truth.
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what is the ultimate source of Western Civilization? Bestselling author and professor Thomas E. Woods, Jr.
provides the long neglected answer: the Catholic Church. In the new paperback edition of his critically-
acclaimed book, How the Catholic Church Built Western Civilization, Woods goes far beyond the familiar
tale of monks copying manuscripts and preserving the wisdom of classical antiquity. Gifts such as modern
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How Western law grew out of Church canon law●

How the Church humanized the West by insisting on the sacredness of all human life●
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Editorial Review

Review
"Engaging and engrossing.... A mine of information on the debt we owe to Catholic life and thought." --
Michael P. Foley, Ph.D., assistant professor of Patristics, Great Texts Program, Baylor University

"Puts the Church back where it should be: at the center of values, science, laws, and institutions of Western
civilization." -- Dr. Paul Legutko, Stanford University

"Superb and scholarly.... Highly recommended." -- Dr. Alice von Hildebrand, professor emeritus, the City
University of New York

From the Publisher
Ask a college student today what he knows about the Catholic Church and his answer might come down to
one word: "corruption." But that one word should be "civilization." Western civilization has given us the
miracles of modern science, the wealth of free-market economics, the security of the rule of law, a unique
sense of human rights and freedom, charity as a virtue, splendid art and music, a philosophy grounded in
reason, and innumerable other gifts that we take for granted as the wealthiest and most powerful civilization
in history. But what is the ultimate source of these gifts? Bestselling author and professor Thomas E. Woods,
Jr. provides the long neglected answer: the Catholic Church. Woods’s story goes far beyond the familiar tale
of monks copying manuscripts and preserving the wisdom of classical antiquity. In How the Catholic Church
Built Western Civilization, you’ll learn: · Why modern science was born in the Catholic Church · How
Catholic priests developed the idea of free-market economics five hundred years before Adam Smith · How
the Catholic Church invented the university · Why what you know about the Galileo affair is wrong · How
Western law grew out of Church canon law · How the Church humanized the West by insisting on the
sacredness of all human life No institution has done more to shape Western civilization than the two-
thousand-year-old Catholic Church—and in ways that many of us have forgotten or never known. How the
Catholic Church Built Western Civilization is essential reading for recovering this lost truth.

About the Author

Thomas E. Woods, Jr. holds a bachelor’s degree in history from Harvard, and his M.A., M.Phil., and Ph.D.
from Columbia University. A senior fellow at the Ludwig von Mises Institute, he is the author of eleven
books, including the New York Times bestsellers Meltdown, The Politically Incorrect Guide to American
History, and How the Catholic Church Built Western Civilization. Woods won the $50,000 first prize in the
2006 Templeton Enterprise Awards for his book The Church and the Market. He lives with his wife and four
daughters in Topeka, Kansas.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Melinda Kendall:

Exactly why? Because this How the Catholic Church Built Western Civilization is an unordinary book that
the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will jolt you with the secret that
inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such incredible way



makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning totally.
So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This
excellent book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have got such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were you I will
go to the publication store hurriedly.

Elizabeth Rodrigues:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love How the Catholic Church Built Western
Civilization, it is possible to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of
hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its called
reading friends.

Frank Monroe:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer is usually How the Catholic Church Built Western Civilization why
because the great cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you. The
inside or content is fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up
this book.

Richard Burnett:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. That How the Catholic Church Built Western Civilization can give
you a lot of close friends because by you checking out this one book you have issue that they don't and make
anyone more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-
book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than additional make
you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We should have How the Catholic Church Built Western
Civilization.
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