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Not many people know that the busy and bustling capital city of Delhi and its
surroundings have a long past, going back thousands of years. Prehistoric stone
tools have surfaced here and many ancient remains have been found, sometimes
accidentally by farmers tilling their fields, and at other times by archaeologists
carrying out systematic excavations. A mound one passes everyday or a narrow
strip of stream tells a story of ancient times. Centuries of history coexist with
metro stations and plush cars. The readings in this book give us glimpses of the
lives of people who lived in the Delhi area over the centuries, and how these
details have been pieced together by historians. It brings into focus the
importance of the historian s method and the sources of information found in
ancient texts, archaeology and even legends and folklore, sometimes hanging on
the thread of a slender historical fact. The editor of the volume, points to the
urgency of further exploration and documentation to fill in the still all-too-
meagre details of Delhi s ancient history. However, she ends on a note of caution,
bordering on alarm, when she points out that invaluable evidence of the city s
past is being extensively destroyed due to quarrying and the construction of new
roads and buildings. Such activities are an integral part of the modernization of a
living city but the balance between modernization and the preservation of ancient
remains is indeed very fragile and needs to be maintained from an informed and
realistic perspective. This collection of essays has been put together by a teacher
for students of history, but will also be of enormous value to a large number of
other interested readers.
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Not many people know that the busy and bustling capital city of Delhi and its surroundings have a long past,
going back thousands of years. Prehistoric stone tools have surfaced here and many ancient remains have
been found, sometimes accidentally by farmers tilling their fields, and at other times by archaeologists
carrying out systematic excavations. A mound one passes everyday or a narrow strip of stream tells a story of
ancient times. Centuries of history coexist with metro stations and plush cars. The readings in this book give
us glimpses of the lives of people who lived in the Delhi area over the centuries, and how these details have
been pieced together by historians. It brings into focus the importance of the historian s method and the
sources of information found in ancient texts, archaeology and even legends and folklore, sometimes
hanging on the thread of a slender historical fact. The editor of the volume, points to the urgency of further
exploration and documentation to fill in the still all-too-meagre details of Delhi s ancient history. However,
she ends on a note of caution, bordering on alarm, when she points out that invaluable evidence of the city s
past is being extensively destroyed due to quarrying and the construction of new roads and buildings. Such
activities are an integral part of the modernization of a living city but the balance between modernization and
the preservation of ancient remains is indeed very fragile and needs to be maintained from an informed and
realistic perspective. This collection of essays has been put together by a teacher for students of history, but
will also be of enormous value to a large number of other interested readers.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Upinder Singh is Professor of history at the University of Delhi.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eric Frances:

Now a day people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Delhi: Ancient History (Readings
in History) book because this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book
hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

David Ramos:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them is
this Delhi: Ancient History (Readings in History).

Bruce Jackson:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get wide
range of stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have
you got when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited right.
Then do you ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time,
the particular book you have read is actually Delhi: Ancient History (Readings in History).

Clarence Jenkins:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really opposite from



that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Delhi: Ancient History (Readings in
History), you can enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang
type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its identified as
reading friends.
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