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This monograph presents the first comprehensive diachronic account of copular
and passive verb constructions in Old and Middle English. Peter Petré analyzes:

· The mysterious loss of the high-frequency verb weorðan 'become' as a casualty
of changing word order in narrative during Middle English.
· The merger of is 'is' and bið 'shall be, is generally' into a single suppletive verb,
and how it is related to the development of a general analytic future shall be.
· The co-occurrence of multiple changes that led to become and wax crossing a
threshold of similarity with existing copulas, from which they analogically
adopted full productivity in one fell swoop.

In explaining each of these changes, Petré goes beyond the level of the verb and
its complements, drawing attention to analogical networks and the importance of
a verb's embeddedness in clausal and textual environments.

Using a radically usage-based approach, treating syntax as emerging from
(changing) frequencies, Petré draws attention to general principles of
constructional change, including but not limited to grammaticalization and
lexicalization. He proposes novel parallelisms between linguistic and ecological
evolution. Going beyond the view of language change as propagating only in
social interaction, Petré explains how each individual's mental grammar can be
seen as a dynamic ecosystem with hierarchical environments (clausal niches,
textual habitats). In this view, the interconnectedness of seemingly unrelated
changes, itself resulting from cognitive economy principles, is arguably more
decisive in lexical change than is functional competition.
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This monograph presents the first comprehensive diachronic account of copular and passive verb
constructions in Old and Middle English. Peter Petré analyzes:

· The mysterious loss of the high-frequency verb weorðan 'become' as a casualty of changing word order in
narrative during Middle English.
· The merger of is 'is' and bið 'shall be, is generally' into a single suppletive verb, and how it is related to the
development of a general analytic future shall be.
· The co-occurrence of multiple changes that led to become and wax crossing a threshold of similarity with
existing copulas, from which they analogically adopted full productivity in one fell swoop.

In explaining each of these changes, Petré goes beyond the level of the verb and its complements, drawing
attention to analogical networks and the importance of a verb's embeddedness in clausal and textual
environments.

Using a radically usage-based approach, treating syntax as emerging from (changing) frequencies, Petré
draws attention to general principles of constructional change, including but not limited to
grammaticalization and lexicalization. He proposes novel parallelisms between linguistic and ecological
evolution. Going beyond the view of language change as propagating only in social interaction, Petré
explains how each individual's mental grammar can be seen as a dynamic ecosystem with hierarchical
environments (clausal niches, textual habitats). In this view, the interconnectedness of seemingly unrelated
changes, itself resulting from cognitive economy principles, is arguably more decisive in lexical change than
is functional competition.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Peter Petré holds a PhD in linguistics from the KU Leuven (University of Leuven). His research aims at
keeping a wide view, combining insights and research methods from linguistics, history, philosophy, and
research on evolutionary systems.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ila Petty:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
any time those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Constructions and Environments: Copular, Passive, and
Related Constructions in Old and Middle English (Oxford Studies in the History of English) as your daily
resource information.

Tonya Sewell:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite from that. 1
activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have been ride on
and with addition associated with. Even you love Constructions and Environments: Copular, Passive, and
Related Constructions in Old and Middle English (Oxford Studies in the History of English), it is possible to
enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come
on its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Michael Crew:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you
go through a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types
of book that you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, along with soon. The
Constructions and Environments: Copular, Passive, and Related Constructions in Old and Middle English
(Oxford Studies in the History of English) provide you with a new experience in reading a book.



Rose Watkins:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book Constructions and Environments:
Copular, Passive, and Related Constructions in Old and Middle English (Oxford Studies in the History of
English) to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading expertise is developing
when you similar to reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the idea
about book and reading through especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open up a book and read
it. Beside that the reserve Constructions and Environments: Copular, Passive, and Related Constructions in
Old and Middle English (Oxford Studies in the History of English) can to be your brand new friend when
you're feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of this time.
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