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Based on extensive fieldwork, this book explores the Lahu society in Southwest
China where practical gender equality has become the byproduct of a potent
ideology of gender unity, vividly expressed by the proverb, "chopsticks only
work in pairs."
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Editorial Review

Review

This book is delightfully readable and as the same time thought-provoking, full of lively and sensitive
ethnography...Finely written.

(Hayami Yoko Asian Folklore Studies)

A very powerful ethnography.

(Charles F. McKhann Anthropos)

Review

Shanshan Du brilliantly captures the everyday practices of Lahu gender relations and pushes, in one broad
stroke, the study of gender equality and inequality in new and compelling directions. It is destined to be a
classic.

(Ralph Litzinger, Duke University)

A fascinating examination of the logic of gender equality among the Lahu of Southwest China.... Du's
careful ethnographic mapping is part of a growing body of fine-grained anthropological analyses putting to
permanent rest the universal male dominance thesis of early feminist anthropology.

(Peggy Sanday, University of Pennsylvania)

Shanshan Du has documented a remarkably egalitarian gender ideology among the Lahu people of
Southwestern China.... The book is both an ethnographic contribution to the study of the area, and another
piece for the puzzle of the question of gender egalitarianism.

(Sherry Ortner, Columbia University)

A compelling symbolic and social analysis of a rare society characterized by gender equality. Engagingly
written, this book is an important contribution to feminist scholarship and to the theoretical debate on gender
asymmetry, offering new ways of thinking about human diversity and promoting equality between women
and men in our own society.

(Carolyn Sargent, Southern Methodist University)

A wonderful treatment of one of the central issues in anthropology: the meanings and manifestations of
gender equality.... Du has uncovered a marvelously intriguing society that is organized around.... the pair
bond.



(William Jankowiak, University of Nevada)

About the Author

Shanshan Du is assistant professor of anthropology at Tulane University and winner of the Elsie Clews
Parsons Prize of the American Ethnological Society and the Sylvia Forman Prize of the Association for
Feminist Anthropology.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Melinda Miller:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get
based on what kind of e-book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but
if you want experience happy read one having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The
"Chopsticks Only Work in Pairs" is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Patrick Siemens:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take "Chopsticks Only Work in Pairs" as the daily
resource information.

Ronnie Chaney:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name "Chopsticks Only
Work in Pairs" suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well-known writer in this era. The book
untitled "Chopsticks Only Work in Pairs"is the one of several books which everyone read now. This kind of
book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new
dimensions that you ever know before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, consequently
all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this publication. This book will give you a large amount of
information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this book.

Norman Ross:

"Chopsticks Only Work in Pairs" can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in



words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The author giving his/her
effort to get every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing "Chopsticks Only Work in Pairs"
nevertheless doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource
information that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into
new stage of crucial imagining.
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